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Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life. Rev. 2:10 
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Three asters 


When I expired, the Master said, “He sleeps.” 
From chamber dark wherein corruption creeps 

I had no power to rise, 

To come forth from the tomb; 

But He held sway o’er death 

And stone-sealed place of gloom. . 
He wept before my grave. “Come forth!” He cried. 
O wondrous call that could not be denied 

By one who sleeps in Him. 

He Martha’s prayer fulfilled: 

I was restored to life — 

And Mary’s weeping stilled. 


Lazarus: 


Jesus: 


When I expired, redemption’s work was done. 
In Joseph’s tomb they laid the Holy One, 

Who had the power to rise, 

To break forth from the tomb; 

Who held the sway o’er death 

And stone-sealed place of gloom. 
While My disciples cringed in faithless fear — 
Not trusting that I soon would reappear 

As Victor over death, 

As Conqu’ror of My foes. 

My promise I fulfilled 

And on the third day rose. 


The Believer: 


When I expire, in faith I'll hold His hand; 
For He will lead me to the white-robed band. 
Though I’ve no power to rise, 
To come forth from the tomb; 
He'll still hold sway o’er death 
And stone-sealed place of gloom. 
Death cannot overwhelm me with his fright. 
My Savior conquered him with sovereign might. 
I shall behold His face 
That great and glorious day — 
With martyrs and with saints 
Shall dwell with Him for aye. 


E. A. MARTY 


The Seedling and the Saints 


I gently placed the seedling in the 
ground 
And lightly covered it with mother 
earth, 
And there it lay, until one day, 
Awakened by the unseen hand of God, 
It came to life, 
Burst through the bonds 
That seemed to hold it captive, 
Came forth into the glorious light 
Of God’s eternal sunshine, 
A living, vibrant creature, 
No longer dead and ugly, still to lie 
Beneath the breast of mother earth, 
But now a graceful thing of beauty, 
Cleansed from all filth and mire 
Wherein it once did lie, 
A symbol of the love and power 
Of Him who was its Maker and 
Creator. 


Ah, what a picture of the saints of God 
Who, having borne the rigors and the 
trials 
Of life among their earthly fellows, 
Now lie in stillness in God’s acre green 
For just a little season, 
Shall once again 
On that great Day of Judgment 
In answer to the trumpet’s call 
Come forth into the hallowed presence ~ 
Of their Redeemer and their King, 
Completely cleansed from all iniquities 
And frailties that made them mortals, 
To enter into immortality with Him, 
Who is the Resurrection and the Life, 
A living, glorious proof 
That death no longer has its sting, 
And that the grave, through Christ, has 
lost its victory. 
JOHN A. MUELLER 


J Guarded His Tomb in Wain 


(Matt. 28:11-15) 


Here is your silver, O scribes! 
Silver my silence has earned! 
Quick though my fortune, O priests, 
Here are the coins that have 
burned 
Guilt in my bosom for labors 
in vain — 
Here, then, is lucre returned! 


Rumors can never the Savior conceal! 
Children of God, are ye silent so long? 
Shout from the housetops to men 
Proud in their wisdom, slaves of the 
wrong: 
“Christ is arisen, the Victor indeed! 
Christ is arisen!” Oh, join in the song! 


WALDEMAR B. STREUFERT 
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iil ‘News of the Church in the World 


REALISTIC SYNOD BUDGET PLANNED FOR 1959 
Bad Boll Canceled; Treasurer Schlueter Resigns 


“A realistic budget” was the phrase 
characterizing the March 20-21 meet- 
ing of Synod’s Board of Directors in 
St. Louis. 

Recognizing the limitations of mem- 
bers’ ability and willingness to support 
Synod’s program, a realistic’ budget 
contrasts with the 1957 Fiscal Confer- 
ence’s “challenging” budget, that would 
conform more fully to the Lord’s com- 
mand to “go into all the world.” 

A realistic budget is based on ex- 
pected receipts estimated to be 10% to 
11% above actual receipts of the pre- 
vious year. 


_ 1959 Budget. To avoid increased 
‘debt next year, to urge department 
heads to set realistic budgets for 1959, 
and to forecast an attainable budget, 
the directors held—at the time of 
their March meeting — a Budget Con- 
trol Meeting of mission, education, and 
stewardship board chairmen and exec- 
utives. 

Asked to speak on _ anticipated 
budget receipts, Dr. Carl Dauten of 
Washington University’s Business Ad- 
ministration Department estimated that, 
based on past experience and business 
trends, Synod could expect between 
$14,500,000 to $16,500,000 in 1959, 
if the present rate of increased giving 
continues. Unforeseeable factors, he 
admitted, are involved. It is impossible, 
he said, to forecast the blessing of the 
Lord. 

Research Director Walter Gast of 
the Synodical Survey Commission pre- 
sented principles of long- and short- 
range budget planning. 


_Budget-Construction. Controller Ray 
C. Rauscher discussed the new plan for 
a Budget-Construction Committee com- 
posed of members of the Board of Di- 
rectors and department heads. 

Scheduled to meet soon, this com- 
mittee will plan a co-ordinated realistic 
budget for 1959. Needs of all depart- 
ments will be considered, each in the 
light of the other. 


Long-Range Planning. A Planning 
Committee, under the direction of Plan- 
ning Counselor L. Meyer, is projecting 
the expansion of missions and man- 
power for the next ten years. Depart- 
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ments of missions and education are 
represented on this committee. 


Bad Boll. For financial reasons the 
1958 Bad Boll meetings were canceled. 


Resignation. For reasons of health 
Dr. Walter H. Schlueter, Synod’s Treas- 
urer for 15 years and a member of the 
Board of Directors for 35 years, ten- 
dered his resignation as of June 1. 


$500,000 Dormitory. The directors 
approved a $500,000 dormitory for the 
St. Louis seminary to bring on campus 
the students who are now housed in 
off-campus buildings. 


Hong Kong. A $40,000 chapel for 
the downtown area of Kowloon, Hong 
Kong, was authorized. The congrega- 
tion there now worships in a fifth-floor 
room. 


Selma, Ala. The Board of Directors 
is recommending to the Synodical Con- 
ference the purchase of additional acre- 
age at Selma for the expansion of train- 
ing facilities for Negro pastors and 
teachers, because present facilities are 
inadequate. 


“Realistic was the word for the meet- 
ing,” said the chairman, Dr. John W. 
Behnken. “While the directors and 
executives in no wise limited the work 
of the Holy Spirit in the hearts of God’s 
people, they are instructed by Synod 
to balance the budget. 

“This is possible only if there is real- 
istic planning followed by prayer and 
sacrificial offerings on the part of our 
members.” 


Mo. Pastor and 
Tex. Teacher Killed 
In Auto Accidents 


“The zealous and consecrated young 
minister was en route to Creighton to 
conduct a confirmation class there. 
Time was a precious element to the 
minister, who used every minute for 
the furtherance of his chosen work,” 
said the Clinton Eye in reporting the 
instant death of Rev. Richard F. 
Beardsley, 27. 

Ordained and installed only seven 
months ago after he was graduated 
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from the St.Louis seminary, Pastor 
Beardsley served two congregations, 
both named Trinity, at Clinton and 
at Creighton, Mo. 

Highway 35 was wet at 8:15 A.M. 
on March 9, when the pastor passed 
a truck. When he swerved back into 
his lane, the car seemed to go out of 
control, the Clinton congregation’s pres- 
ident told the WiTNEss. The pastor’s 
car collided with a pickup truck, whose 
two occupants were seriously injured. 

Last October he was married to Vera 
Mae Bartels of Wakefield, Nebr., who, 
with his parents, survives him. 

At Robstown, Tex., 24-year-old 
Teacher Elwood Glenn Fiene was killed 
in an automobile accident, Feb. 22. 

Since his graduation from the River 
Forest college he had taught at Saint 
Paul’s School, Harlingen, Tex. 

He was born March 15, 1933, the 
son of William and Eleanor Karnstedt 
Fiene at Addison, Ill. 

Memorial services were held at Har- 
lingen on Feb. 23, and funeral services 
at Addison, Feb. 27. 

Surviving are his parents, a brother, 


‘two sisters, and grandparents. 


(Obituaries on page 22) 


“Victory,” Says POAU of 
Bishop’s Conviction 


“One of the most significant victories 
for religious tolerance in our times,” 
said Protestants and Other Americans 
United for Separation of Church and 
State concerning the conviction in Flor- 
ence, Italy, of Bishop Pietro Fiordelli 
of Prato for defamation of character 
in branding as “public sinners” a couple 
wed outside the church. (See WITNESS, 
Dec 31,2 1957, p26:) 

Plaintiffs in the suit were a 32-year- 
old professed atheist and his 23-year- 
old wife, a Catholic, married in a civil 
ceremony two years ago. 

While American law recognizes the 
validity of Catholic marriages per- 
formed by Catholic clergymen in ac- 
cord with canon law, said Dr. Glenn 
L. Archer, POAU director, the Cath- 
olic Church “has refused to extend 
reciprocal recognition to American 
marriage laws.” 

The Bishop of Prato received a sus- 
pended fine of $65 and was ordered 
to pay court costs and $672 in damages. 
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New ULCA Building 
Dedicated in Philadelphia 


The new $2,500,000 Muhlenberg 
Building, Philadelphia headquarters of 
the United Lutheran Church in Amer- 
ica, was dedicated March 10. 

On a 16-acre plot in the German- 
town section, the new Georgian Colo- 
nial structure replaces the downtown 
Spruce Street building, no longer ad- 
equate for the church’s expanding work. 

The Board of Publication has had 
its headquarters in Philadelphia since 
1855. 

Besides the new headquarters, the 
board has a large printing plant in 
the Wynnefield section of West Phil- 
adelphia. 


Historical Marker for 
Freistadt Church 
Approved 


The Sites and Markers Commission 
of the Historical Society of Wisconsin 
approved the erection of an official 
marker identifying the oldest Lutheran 
church in the state: Trinity Lutheran 
Church at Freistadt, Wis. 

Concordia Historical Institute nego- 


tiated with the commission on the ap-_ 


proval of the marker. 

About 20 families of the Grabau 
“Old Lutheran” immigration settled in 
Freistadt in 1839. The following year 
they erected a log-cabin church and 
school. 

When the congregation dedicated 
their second church, a brick structure, 
July 1, 1845, the service lasted six and 
a half hours. That year the congrega- 
tion was host for the organizational 
meeting of the Lutheran Buffalo Synod. 


ae. 
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In 1848 a portion of the congrega- 
tion severed its membership with the 
Buffalo Synod and joined the Missouri 
Synod. 

From Trinity’s families, 63 sons and 
daughters have entered the pastoral and 
teaching ministry of Synod. 

The present pastor, Rev. Helmut H. 
Wiechmann, serves 761 communicants. 
The nine-classroom parish school has 
266 children enrolled. 


Church Built in 
Shape of Fish 


Built in the shape of a gigantic fish 

ancient Christian symbol — the 
$1,500,000 First Presbyterian Church 
of Stamford, Conn., was dedicated in 
March. 

Christians hidden in the catacombs 
from persecution used the fish symbol 
for Christ. 

The combination of letters in ichthus, 
Greek for fish, represented the words: 
“Jesus Christ, Son of God, Savior.” 

On both lengths of the 234-foot struc- 
ture are some 20,000 jigsaw stained- 
glass windows — in colors of ruby, 
amber, emerald, amethyst, and sapphire 
— made in Chartres, France. 

Imbedded in the sharply sloping gray 
slate walls, the windows carry out the 
fish motif by giving the appearance of 
large scales. 

Steel rods hold together the panels 
of precast concrete, making up the 
basic structure for the unusual 750-seat 
church. 

It is the first church designed by Wal- 
lace K. Harrison of Harrison & Abra- 
movitz, New York, one of the Rocke- 
feller Center architects and director of 
planning for the United Nations build- 
ings. 


“AN EXAMPLE OF THE POWER OF THE HOLY SPIRIT IN RURAL NEBRASKA,” writes Rey. L. H. Ten 


First Assignment of 
Youth Leader Intern 


The first person named to serve one} 
year’s internship in youth leadership | 
within the church is Clarence Rivers, | 
now a Junior at Valparaiso University. 

For 15 months he will help Rev. El- | 
dor Mueller with the Christian educa- 
tion of youth in the 750-member Mes- 
siah Lutheran Church, Sterling, Ill. 

Duties outlined for Rivers include 
work with the junior and senior Wal- 
ther League; teaching 
first-year confirmands, 
family Bible classes, 
and postschool  in- 
struction; being in 
charge of the visual- 
aids program; helping 
the pastor with the 
parent-teacher league, 
vacation Bible school, 
Christmas service, and 
various libraries; co- 
ordination with other church leaders 
in direction of music and choir, Sun- 
day school staff training, and serving 
sick members. 

The internship program is similar to 
the vicarage program for Synod’s theo- 
logical students, Director Walter M. 
Reiner of Youth Leadership Training 
announced. 

Upon completing the year’s intern- 
ship, students return to Valparaiso Uni- 
versity for their Senior year before 
they are permanently placed as youth 
directors. 

One of the Foreign Mission Builders 
in New Guinea, Rivers previously spent 
periods of two years each in Korea 
with the Army Engineers; Lutheran 
Bible Institute in Seattle, his home 
town; and Concordia College, Portland. 


C. Rivers 


ce 


of the Baptism of 13 — seven adults and six children — in Trinity Lutheran Church at Schuyler, a town of about 4,000 


In the 50-per-cent Bohemian community 


“the Catholic Church is very strone,” 
behind the children who were baptized. ve 


the pastor comments. Sponsors stand — 
“ 
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He is the first of six students in the 
qYouth Leadership Training program to 
ybe named to a field position. 

) Now in its second year, the pro- 
“gram has 35 enrollees. Students take 
#part in field activities during the school 
ear and summer months in prepara- 
“tion for their work. 

Sponsors for the program, besides 


Valparaiso, are Synod’s Board for 
oung People’s Work, the LLL, 
jand WL. 


Minnesota Layman Voted 
“Outstanding Farmer” 


Theodore Wachter, a member of 
jTrinity Lutheran Church, Route 1, 
WSt. Paul, was honored as Minnesota’s 
“Outstanding Young Farmer.” 

- Representing the State Junior Cham- 
ber of Commerce, “Miss Centennial 
)Minnesota,” Diane Albers, presented 
ja plaque to the “Young Farmer.” 

} Wachter, 34, his wife, and two 
daughters — Pamella, 9, and Karma 
Fay, 6, live in an 80-year-old home 
fsouth of St. Paul, where he owns 121 
acres of land and 45 head of cattle. 

} What brought the Wachters recog- 
|nition? They conquered obstacles. 

Married to Leone in 1942, he began 
farming with his father a year after 
graduating from high school. Young 
Wachter had 10 cows, a team of horses, 
and a cultivator. 

For a while the Wachters experi- 
enced trials that were similar to some 
of Job’s. Troubles did not come singly. 

An ordnance plant took his land. 
| Beginning anew, Wachter had 25 
head of cattle. The dreaded disease 
brucellosis wiped out the herd. 

By 1948, when the new herd of 21 
‘was full grown, a fire in the barn de- 
|stroyed the 21 cattle. 
~ In 1953 Leone had two serious oper- 
ations. Pamella had bronchial pneu- 
monia at home; Karma, with the same 
illness, was at the hospital. 

“The next year a hailstorm ruined the 
entire oat crop. The following year, 
hail felled three quarters of the oats. 
~ Despite setbacks, Wachter served the 
church. He is secretary of the con- 
gregation and active in the LLL. 

In his younger days he was an ac- 
tive Walther Leaguer. His pastor, Rev. 
H. L. Paul, adds that Mr. Wachter 
had also been financial secretary of the 
congregation. 

_A free trip to Indianapolis, where 
the national top farmer of the year 
will be chosen, gives the Wachters 
a long-delayed honeymoon. 
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Left to right: “Miss Centennial,’ Diane Albers; Mrs. Wachter; Mr. Wachter 


Briefly Told 


Tithers — 12%. Minnesota Poll in 
a statewide survey found that one fam- 
ily in every eight in Minnesota, 12%, 
contributes one tenth of the family in- 
come to church and charity. The pro- 
portion of tithers among college-edu- 
cated Minnesotans (17%) is higher 
than among people who have not had 
as much formal schooling. Among 
Protestant families 13% tithe; Roman 
Catholic, 7%. 


Board Members. Two members of 
the St. Louis seminary’s Board of Con- 
trol were recently elected to organi- 
zational offices in their respective pro- 
fession and business: Theo. H. Han- 
ser, M.D., board of trustees member 
of the St. Louis Blue Shield, and Oscar 
P. Brauer, president, National Heating 
and Air-Conditioning Wholesalers, Inc. 
The paternal grandfathers of both men 
were active in St. Louis Lutheranism: 
Prof. E. A. Brauer taught at the sem- 
inary, 1863—72, and was pastor of 
Trinity Church, 1872—78, where Rev. 
C. J. O. Hanser was his successor. 


Four Brothers. Four brothers who 
are pastors participated in the Mankato, 
Minn., area PTR mission, Feb. 9—13. 
They are Rev. Henry Gerike, St. James 
Church, Northrop, Minn.; Rev. Ger- 
hardt, Trinity Church, Algona, Iowa; 
Rev. Victor, Faith Church, Sioux Falls, 
S. Dak.; and Rev. Ernest, St. Andrew’s, 
University City, Mo. 
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Fire. Fire destroyed the parsonage 
of Rev. Victor Lehenbauer in Santa 
Catarina, Brazil, March 9. Totally lost 
were parsonage, clothing, books, and 
furniture. No injuries were sustained. 
The loss was reported to Synod’s 
Board of World Relief for assistance. 


Wheat Ridge. Rev. Edward May, 
pastor of Holy Cross Church, Portland, 
will succeed Dr. E. J. Friedrich as exec- 
utive director of the Wheat Ridge 
Foundation in Denver on May 1, when 
Dr. Friedrich retires. Pastor May will 
also serve as superintendent and chap- 
lain of the Lutheran Sanatorium in 
Wheat Ridge. Dr. and Mrs. Friedrich 
will move to Kansas City, Mo. 


Texan, Second. Bud Bray, member 
of Pilgrim Lutheran Church, Bellaire, 
Tex., wrote more than $3,000,000 
worth of life insurance in 1957 for Mu- 
tual Benefit Life Insurance Co. He was 
second among all representatives of the 
company. 


Snow. When four feet of snow blan- 
keted the 60-car parking area for Saint 
Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Rochester, 
N. Y., on Ash Wednesday, a company, 
at the request of church officers, sent 
a snowplow and crew. After two vain 
attempts with the plow, the crew called 
for a scoop. Machinery and labor for 
the removal of snow on two occasions 
cost $226. “It’s nice to be able to drive 
in and park,’ comments the parish 


paper. 
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A few of the many ward patients 
lacking the ends of digits. 


A medical missionary 
tells why a third 

of New Guinea’s natives 
lack finger joints 

or whole digits 


View of ramp connecting 
all hospital buildings. 


Changing dressings in a ward. 
Nurse: Miss Marianne Denman. 


By ALFRED P. KLOMHAUS, M. D. 


bout a third of the natives in tha 
Mambisanda area of New Guined 
lack one or several fingers or finger 
joints. Why? These people chop ofi 
the digits to pacify an evil spirit. 

If a mother has more than usua: 
pain in childbirth, the infant immedi: 
ately after birth loses a finger. 

If an infant is too quiet and does 
not cry very much, the mother disjoints 
a section or finger from the child’: 
hand. A “healthy” baby must cry! 

Sometimes we see badly infectec 
hands or feet. Sick natives will stat 
their flesh with a sharp bamboo stick 
to release the “evil spirit.” 

In the Lutheran Hospital at Mambi- 
sanda, dedicated last June, we recently 
admitted a pneumonia patient who alsc 
had a serious hand infection. To re- 
lease the “evil spirit” of illness, her 
hand had been pierced with a bamboc 
stick before we saw her. The pneu- 
monia cleared up in a few days, but 
the infection kept her in the hospital 
for several weeks. 

Gradually the staff convinces these 
people that such methods are no longer 
effective to attain health. Strange cus- 
toms are characteristic of the people 
whom the medical missionaries serve 
in foreign lands. 


Death Wail 


An elderly woman was brought in 
critically ill, and she expired shortly 
after her admittance. : 

About the same time a maternity case 
arrived, and a healthy baby was de- 
livered. 


: 
Maternity Ward. Miss Wanda Fricke, 
nurse; native orderly, standing, left. 


First aid in dispensary. Orderlies are Tonga and Koboa; Aerial view of hospital. 


nurse: Miss Denman. 


_ Much emotion is displayed when 


ng kiss the dying one; after death they 
start their peculiar death wail. When 
“his begins, all friends and relatives 
pf the deceased feel impelled to follow 
@he body and join in the wailing. 

) The new mother who had just de- 
jlivered thought it her duty to follow 
‘in the procession for the dead elderly 
‘woman, so the young patient took off 

ithout our permission. 

She had traveled a good part of the 
fight before she stopped to take her 
baby out of the bilum, in which infants 
are carried on the mother’s back. The 
\baby had died of exposure. 

The mother felt bad, of course, that 
she had lost her child, but the peculiar 
part of her thinking was that the in- 
ifant’s death had to happen. The spirit 
of the old woman had to be satisfied, 
so it reached out and grabbed the baby 
to accompany the spirit “over yonder.” 

The old woman and the baby were 
‘buried in the same grave to appease 
the spirit. 


Bush Telegraph 


Ipu, our houseboy, rushed into our 
house the other day and rattled off in 
his half pidgin English and half Enga 
the message that a woman who had 
delivered a baby in the bush was 
bleeding. 

One of her neighbors had come to 
the hospital to see whether we would 
send the ambulance for the patient. 

Since word had come to the neigh- 
bor by “bush telegraph,” no one knew 
exactly where to look. 

We were certain of only one thing: 
we were headed in the right direction. 

Several times we stopped to ask na- 
tives if they knew where the hemor- 
rhaging mother was. One woman told 
us she would take us there if we would 
walk, but she would refuse to ride in 
the ambulance. 

After several minutes of arguing 
with her, one of our nurses got behind 
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A ramp connects each 60-bed 


ward and administration block. 


the woman and gave her a boost. She 
came flying into the ambulance head 
first. We locked the door behind her. 
At first she was like a wild animal 
in a cage, but we laughed at her so 
much that she finally quieted down. 
Then she laughed with us. 

At the designated place we stopped. 
Out came the stretcher, the axe, and 
the bush knife, so that we could carve 
a trail through the bush to transport 
the patient. We were able to get her 
to the hospital in time to save her life. 


Stone Age 


When it is Monday in the States, it 
is Tuesday in Mambisanda. No words 
or pictures could justly describe this 
place. Civilization reached the West- 
ern Highlands so few years ago that the 
people there are literally being taken 
from the Stone Age to the Nuclear Era. 
Today thousands of natives live on 
beautiful mountain slopes in the same 
manner as they have for centuries. 

Only a few years ago they were till- 
ing the soil with a pointed stick and 
an axe of stone, and they knew of no 
existence beyond these mountains. 
Leaves and grass formed the materials 
for clothing. Witch doctors, who mixed 
weird potions and chanted over them, 
practiced all sorts of heathen customs 
and superstitions in an attempt to cure 
ailments. 


“Ward on Its Knees” 


We could tell you of daily happen- 
ings at the hospital where the medical 
mission is more than proving its worth 
in witnessing among these people to 
the saving Christ. How thrilling it is 
to see an entire ward on its knees, 
praying for those who are ill. 


Grass Houses 


The first of Synod’s missionaries to 
come here lived in bush houses fabri- 
cated of grass. 

Bamboo and pit-pit (which resembles 


(151) 


cane), woven into a mat, covered the 
outside and inside walls. These mats 
are bound together with strips of bark. 
Because of the tremendous fire hazard 
—dry grass is almost explosive — the 
bush houses are gradually being re- 
placed by houses of more permanent 
construction. 

Until a few years ago all traveling 
from station to station — as much as 
25 miles apart — was by foot. Walking 
is still necessary in many instances, but 
most of Synod’s mission stations are 
linked by roads hand-built by natives. 

These roads are called “jeepabie.” 
Four-wheel-drive vehicles are necessary 
to climb the steep mountain trails. 


The Hospital 


Lutheran Mission Hospital, on the 
knob of a hill at Mambisanda, over- 
looks a wide valley embraced by high 
mountains. Airplanes are the only link 
to the outside world. If excessive rains 
prevent air travel, we are isolated in 
our valley. 

Missionaries on furlough attempt to 
describe the natives of the Western 
Highlands to you who support the 
cause, but I am sure the staff feels as 
I do that you have to live here in order 
to grasp the tremendous opportunity 
Christians face in bringing the Savior’s 
Gospel to people who know Him not. 

We have three trained nurses: Miss 
Wanda Fricke, Miss Reta Wiebe, Miss 
Marianne Denman—and six native 
doctor boys who carry on the work of 
the hospital. 

The front of the hospital is an open- 
air dispensary where all patients are 
given first aid. If they require further 
treatment, they are admitted to the 
hospital. 

The critically ill are brought to the 
hospital on stretchers, which natives 
have fashioned from poles and bark. 

Occasionally stretcher cases are car- 
ried by two men, but at other times 

(Continued on page 19) 
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H.:. dead!” men and women said 
after the perfect heart of Jesus had 
bled and broken on the cross. 

Jesus of Nazareth will trouble us no 
more. 

I beg permission, Your Excellency, 
to bury His body in my tomb. 

Make sure the sepulcher, seal the 
stone, set a watch. 

Who shall roll us away the stone 
from the door of the sepulcher? 

But men were not to have the last 
word. Early on Easter morning the 
forces of heaven shook the earth. An 
angel rolled back the stone from the 
door of the sepulcher, revealing to hu- 
man eyes what the Omnipotent had 
wrought. 

“He is not here,” said the white- 
robed messenger to the devoted women 
who had come to embalm their Master. 

“He is risen!” was the divine pro- 


nouncement. God, not man, wrote the 
conclusion to the Passion of our Lord. 

Come, see the place where the Lord 
lay. 

Go quickly and tell His disciples 
that He is risen from the dead. 

We have seen the Lord! 

My Lord and my God! 

Jesus, the Crucified, had risen from 
the dead. So certain were the early 
Christians of His resurrection that they 
greeted one another by saying, “The 
Lord is risen.” 

This greeting spread to Corinth and 
Ephesus, to crossways of the desert, to 
passing ships on the Mediterranean, 
and to servants of Caesar’s household. 

The reason for their joy? Victory is 
the answer, eternal victory in which all 
Christians share. 


Vast Cemetery 

Until Easter the reign of death had 
been unchallenged. God’s good earth, 
cursed because of Adam’s disobedience, 
became a vast cemetery. The hearts of 
men, like drums, beat funeral marches 
to the grave. 

Death threw a shadow over life, a 
shadow that deepened into hopeless 
night when the hour of departure 
neared. It brought infinitely more dread 
because death had a sting called sin. 

Against that fatal sting, which caused 
eternal as well as temporal death, 
a merciful God promised protection, 
deliverance, salvation. 

The cost? To man, nothing; to God, 
Calvary. 

Shortsighted men saw in the cross 
utter defeat for Christ. In reality He 
was reaching into the jaws of death. 
The Son of God was pulling out its 
sting, its poison. How could death re- 
tain its sting after He had atoned for 
all our sins? 

His self-sacrifice was so complete that 
a righteous God could grant believers 
in Christ an all-embracing pardon. 

When Jesus emerged from the grave, 
He proved His decisive victory over 
sin and death. In that victory, every 
believer triumphs and exults: “O death, 
where is thy sting?” 


Lighted Candles 


But victory over death includes more 
than mere conquest of an enemy. The 
Easter triumph pledges to followers of 
the Savior an existence beyond the 
grave, a life without ending. 

Nothing is so well established, Cicero 
wrote, as belief in the immortality of 
the soul. Greeks and Romans placed 
lighted candles in the tombs of. their 
dead. Persians left their graves partly 
open. Barbarous nations had customs 
implying a hope of life after death. 
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Some writers speak of this hope ass 
the instinct of immortality. They com-. 
pare it to the impulse by which certain; 
birds fly southward in the fall andi 
northward in the spring. Just as these¢ 
winged creatures are not deceived by; 
their instinct, it is argued, so man can-- 
not be misled by an instinct which God: 
has implanted in every human heart. 

Before Christ, however, death was: 
symbolized as a shattered pillar; a ship: 
gone to pieces; a harp, its stringss 
snapped, lying on the ground; a crushed | 
flower bud. A pagan, looking at the: 
sun, wrote: “The sun sets, but it is to} 
rise again with new beauty. Not so) 
man. When he sets, he is never to rise: 
again!” 

Jesus asserted the contrary. The be-- 
liever, He said, shall not “see death.” ’ 
Before restoring to life the corpse of| 
Lazarus, He declared: “I am the Res-- 
urrection and the Life; he that believeth 
in Me, though he were dead, yet shall! 
he live; and whosoever liveth and be-- 
lieveth in Me shall never die.” 

How empty and futile these promises ; 
seemed when He Himself died on the: 
cross! Terror struck the hearts of His; 
disciples. If their Master had remained | 
in the sepulcher, that vault in Palestine: 
would be the grave of all human hope. , 


Exit and Entrance 


But death has met his match. Jesus | 
arose. Death’s Conqueror is all He: 
claimed to be: the only-begotten Son 
of God. Everything He has said is. 
true. We trust in His deathless prom- 
ises: 

Because I live, ye shall live also. I 
will come again and receive you unto 
Myself, that where I am, there ye may 
be also. 

He that believeth on the Son hath 
everlasting life. 

When the tomb bids us enter, we 
shall not fear. It has an exit as well 
as an entrance. We can place our 
dying hand into that of the resurrected 
Savior and say: “Yea, though I wal 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death, I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, 
they comfort me... . I will dwell in 
the house of the Lord forever.” 

Once we realize Christ’s victory is 
our victory, life will lift us to a level 
of joy whose dominant note is thank- 
fulness in heart and speech. 

Easter cannot end with Easter Sun- 
day. Knowing that we are destined 
to live eternally with God, we will 
share our victory with others. We will 
abound in the work God has entrusted 
to us in the confidence that victory, 
eternal victory, is assured. 
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ouch Me not,” said the risen Lord 
to Mary Magdalene. To Thomas the 
same Lord said, “Reach hither thy 
hand.” 

To Mary, Jesus is untouchable; yet 
He invites Thomas to touch Him. 
| What accounts for this sharp con- 
trast presented in St. John, chapter 20? 
Meet the principal characters in the 
two narratives. 

Mary Magdalene, whom the Savior 
had rescued from shame and degrada- 
tion, assisted at His burial. She was 
one of the first to see the deserted 
sepulcher. Her weeping turned into joy 
when One whom she supposed to be 
the gardener suddenly said, “Mary.” 

“My Master!” she exclaimed. To her 
Jesus was, as He had been so long, 
Master. Nevertheless He warned her 
not to touch Him. 

Thomas is remembered as “doubting 
Thomas,” “unbelieving Thomas.” He 
refused to believe the Lord had risen 
from the dead. 

To this unbelieving disciple the Mas- 
ter says: “Reach hither thy finger and 
behold My hands; and reach hither thy 
hand and thrust it into My side.” 


Understands Us 


_ Mary, one of Christ’s most faithful 
followers, required only the sight of 
Jesus and the sound of His voice to 


be convinced of His resurrection. The 
Savior knew her nature. 
He also understood Thomas. The 


disciple who was absent when the 
risen Lord appeared to his companions 
needed to see and to touch the Son 
of God before he could believe. 

Jesus did not approve of this de- 
mand. “Thomas,” He said, “because 
thou hast seen Me thou hast believed; 
blessed are they that have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 

By saying to Mary, “Touch Me not,” 
and to Thomas, “Reach hither thy 
hand,” Christ shows consideration for 
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By GILBERT A. THIELE 


TOUCHING 
Untouchable 


“Christ Appearing to His Apostles 
After the Resurrection,’ William Blake 


the needs of individual believers. He 
supplies what each requires: sight and 
sound for Mary, touch for Thomas. 

What accounts for the sharp con- 
trast? The Redeemer’s understanding 
of the basic needs of each person. 


Keeps Us Waiting 


Though Christians today cannot 
touch the risen and ascended Savior, 
they can seek evidence of God’s pres- 
ence and help. Often He gives us such 
evidence. Our sick recover. Our own 
health is restored. Our troubled hearts 
are comforted. Our hunger is satisfied. 
Our work prospers. God gladly hears 
our petitions; He answers them in His 
own way. 

For that reason the Lord may keep 
us waiting. Then we would be foolish 
indeed to echo the words of unbeliev- 
ing Thomas and say, “Unless I have 
proof, I will not believe.” 

The ultimate test of faith is not to 
see, but to believe —in spite of the 
evidence. A believer will not give up 
what appears to be a lost cause. Hope- 
lessness vanishes, and faith takes over. 
This faith touches the untouchable. 


Comes to Us 


How much of our Christian faith is 
demonstrable? We did not witness the 
Creation, the Flood, the Exodus, and 
other Old Testament events. We were 
not on the scene when the perfect life 
of Jesus began, when it ended, when it 
was restored, when it was crowned with 
the glory of the Ascension. We have 
not seen; yet we believe. 

Unable to touch the untouchable, we 
are allowed to be in touch with God 
in Christ, who comes to us in the Word 
and the Sacraments. Christians have 
always seen, heard, and touched their 
Lord. : 

What gave the apostles and the 
apostolic church amazing courage and 
spectacular results? Faith without sight. 
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What produced three centuries of 
early-church growth in the face of op- 


position and persecution? Faith that 
saw the untouchable touching the life 
of every Christian. 

How do reformers, missionaries, cir- 
cuit riders, deaconesses, all the servants 
of the Word — how does any Christian 
— go on from faith to faith? By the 
touch of the untouchable and the reach 
of the unreachable, by the reality of 
One who is real to faith. 

When God says, “Touch Me not,” 
we do not become discouraged, for we 
know He lives and reigns. Like Mary, 
we “go ... and say” what we know 
to be true. 

Although we are unable to touch 
the Savior’s wound-prints, we say with 
Thomas, “My Lord and my God!” This 
exclamation is our response to God’s 
intervention in our lives through His 
Son. Through Jesus, forgiveness, peace, 
hope, and serenity are real to us. 


Lives for Us 


All the intangibles of our Christian 
faith become tangible through the res- 
urrection of our Lord Jesus Christ. His 
rising from the dead makes Christianity 
Christian, makes God God, makes life 
life, but makes death a sleep. 

Blessed are you who believe with- 
out seeing and touching. He is risen! 
The tomb once sealed now stands empty 
and open. The body once torn and 
lifeless now lives. 

The face once sad and pallid is now 
glorious, turned toward us with love 
and compassion in every feature. 

The hand once used in countless 
healings and then transfixed now ex- 
tends in blessing over all men. 

The ear once closed to the sobbings 
of those who mourned Him now opens 
to every word of praise, thanksgiving, 
petition, and expectation. 

He lives for us and with us. 

He awaits us. 


Murderer Paroled! 


Although his guilt was 
staggering, the parole 
board said, “You're free” 


Murderer Paroled! That news recently hit the head- 
lines. A man had taken life — the life of a child. The 
judge had sentenced the murderer to life imprisonment 
and recommended that he never be paroled. 

His guilt was staggering. There was no doubt in 
any mind that here was a man never again fit for human 
society. But in effect the parole commission said to 
him, ‘You are free.” 

The message of the Crucified Christ is somehow 
akin to the decision of a 20th-century parole board. 
The cross is first a conviction, saying, “You have trans- 
gressed the holy Law of God, you have defiled and 
ruined yourself.” The Savior’s cross leads to real tears 
and to a humble, broken heart. 

But the cross also heals. The most tremendous 
parole and pardon ever offered comes from Calvary. 
The Son of God looks up to His Father and says, 
“Father, forgive them.” There is a declaration of re- 
demption — “in whom we have forgiveness of sins” — 
and of pardon — “we are . . . heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Christ.” 

Imagine! To have your deserved sentence not merely 
shortened but utterly done away with by the suffering 
and death of the Son of God! 

Christians cannot understand this merciful pardon. 
The world will not even accept it. The Gospel is the 
news of God’s dynamic love for lost, convicted sinners; 
yet the world does not know it is lost. 

But of this we are sure: the Cross cleanses us from 
sin, restores us to sonship with the Father, and assures 
us of heaven. 

That is why the mission of the church, 365 days 
a year, is missions. We are bearers of such great news 
that we cannot but share its heart-changing message. 


Mount Prospect, Ill. E. A. ZEILE 


Pleasant as the Spring Crocus 
Illinois girl receives DAR award 


In Mount Vernon, Ill., a local chapter of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution presented the Good 
Citizen award to Carol Tuegel of Faith Lutheran Church, 
an honor student at Mount Vernon Township High 
School. She was chosen on the basis of dependability, 
service, leadership, and patriotism. 

Besides her school activities — treasurer of the jun- 
ior class, vice-president of the senior class — Carol 
teaches Sunday school, belongs to the Walther League, 
and is one of the regular organists at Faith Church. 
She plans to enroll in the Lutheran Hospital School of 
Nursing, St. Louis, this fall. 

“Here is one more example of the truth that one 
can be a consecrated Christian and still find genuine 
success and popularity at high school,” says Carol’s 
pastor, Rev. Harvey Lange. 
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WITNESS 


When the nation has been aroused over critical 
school problems in Little Rock and New York and 
shudders at the rapacity and growing number of teen- 
age criminals, the story of Carol is as welcome and 
pleasant as the spring crocus in bloom. 


“Pathway to Peace” 


A wonderful but 
terrifying century 


An attractive booklet, Pathway to Peace, recently 
released by the Disarmament Staff of the White House, 
contains the United States proposals for the control 
and reduction of arms in order to secure world peace. 
Five ways are suggested in which the ordinary citizen 
can work for this peace: Keep informed about present 
world conditions. Take part in constructive discussions 
of world affairs. Support private overseas assistance 
projects. Make friends with foreigners visiting the United 
States. Pray for peace. 

As loyal citizens, Christians will gladly do all in 
their power to comply. In every way possible they will 
use their influence to aid any movement for world peace. 

The most important of these suggestions for the 
disciple of Christ is, of course, the final one: “Pray 
for peace!” Although he knows that the Creator and 
Sustainer of the universe controls the destiny of nations, 
he also knows that the Father wants His children to 
call upon Him in the day of trouble. And a day of 
trouble it is. . 

Our 20th century is no doubt the most wonderful 
century in history. It is also the most terrifying century. 
Man has been able to find out what is inside the atom, 
but he has not been able to devise means to protect 
mankind from atomic destruction. Our astounding nu- 
clear age is in reality the age of anxiety. Men’s hearts’ 
are failing them for fear. 

In such a time as this the pleas for peace in the 
prayers, collects, and litanies of the Hymnal need to be 
uttered with particular fervency: 


Bless our land and all its inhabitants; 

Let peace everywhere prevail; 

Defend us from war and bloodshed; 
Defend us from the fear of our enemies; 
To give all nations peace and concord: 
We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Animated by the Holy Spirit and in the name of 
his Redeemer, the Christian in his daily communication 
with his heavenly Father will not neglect to send to the 
Throne of Grace his petitions for peace. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


The Glow of Youth 


Could a Deaconal Year help solve 
the problem of recruitment? 


: First introduced by the Evangelical Church of the 

Rhineland in 1956, the Deaconal Year is now a per- 
}manent part of the charitable and social work of almost 
all West Germany’s regional Protestant churches. Young 
people enlisting in the Deaconal Year give 12 months’ 
service to hospitals and other charitable centers operated 
by Evangelical churches. 

The acute lack of Protestant welfare workers and 
deaconesses in home mission institutions and parish or- 
ganizations gave birth to the system of voluntary service. 
__ During this time young volunteers receive free board, 
pocket money, and a clothing allowance. Following pre- 


Loose 


“Trust Also in Him” 


The other morning I heard a robin singing. 

Now there is nothing so very unusual about hearing 
a robin singing, is there? Oh, yes, when it is the first 
one of the season after winter’s silence. Something 
about that robin’s song stirred my soul. 

A blustering wind howled. Skies were ashen gray; 
snow flurries filled the air. Spring seemed far away. 

But the robin was here from the southland. He 
seemed to have arrived a bit early. Surely, this was 
no place for a robin. The thought of him out there in 
the cold almost brought on gooseflesh. But his full- 
throated warble gave no hint that he was checking his 
schedule for a return flight. He was here to stay! He 
had confidence in the faithfulness of the seasons. He 
knew it would get warm again, the snows would melt, 
and the meadows would become green, the trees would 
put forth their shoots. 

He had confidence — or rather, I should say, by 
following his instinct — that God is faithful. As God is 
faithful in maintaining the seasons, so He can be relied 
upon to keep all His promises. Are we as trusting in Him 
as our little feathered friend? — ALFRED FAULSTICK, 
Oakmont, Pa. 


The Pope Is Provoked 


One news item from Rome has been prominent the 
last few days. The Pope said he would not celebrate his 
19th anniversary of coronation because a couple had 
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liminary instruction in a deaconess-training center, the 
youths are assigned to homes for children and the aged, 
to nurseries, hospitals, and welfare centers. 

Comparable with the Deaconal Year is the Walther 
League’s Foreign Mission Builder program that helped 
construct buildings in New Guinea stations of Synod. 

Early last year Leaguers started to gather $20,000 
to finance teams of Home Mission Builders. Groups of 
four to six men, 18 or over, will help erect chapels for 
mission congregations in various synodical Districts. 
Team members skilled in construction will give their 
service without pay for six weeks to three months. 
Original plans called for the project to get under way 
during the coming summer. 

The expansion of this successful program through- 
out the church at home as well as abroad would use 
the energies and idealism of the church’s youth in the 
Lord’s work and opportunities. 

In “hard” or in prosperous times, the rewards gained 
for both the receivers and the servants would be mem- 
orable. The glow of youth having a part in the service 
of the Savior would enrich the personal lives of the 
participants and the whole church. A program of this 
kind with its probationary qualities could perhaps help 
solve Synod’s recruitment problem of how to enlarge 
the force of full-time church workers. 


Leaves 


won a lawsuit against a Roman Catholic bishop. The 
couple had been married in a civil ceremony without 
the benefit of a priest. This made Bishop Pietro Fiordelli 
provoked, and he called the couple “public sinners.” 
The couple sued the bishop for this statement and won 
the lawsuit, and the bishop was asked to pay them 
$672.00 in damages. 

Now the couple has been excommunicated, and the 
Pope feels so bad that he is not able to celebrate his 
anniversary. The church has been degraded by the law- 
suit, according to the Pope. 

We are hardly able to understand the Pope’s point 
of view. If it is legal to get married in Italy without 
the benefit of a priest, we feel that the bishop had no 
right to call the couple “public sinners.” 

Of course, we know that the Roman Catholic Church 
considers marriage a sacrament, which only a priest is 
able to celebrate. But suppose a Roman bishop in the 
United States said that all the couples married in a civil 
ceremony or outside the Roman Church are living in 
public sin. That bishop would really hear something! 

If a civil marriage is recognized in Italy, the bishop 
had no right to say what he did. The church makes 
a mistake when it takes upon itself the authority of the 
civil government. The bishop might have deplored the 
fact that the couple did not come to the church to get 
married. But, after all, why should they if they do not 
believe-in the church? It seems to us the Roman Church 
should not insist on a Roman Catholic marriage if the 
people are not in harmony with the Roman Church. 

The Pope better calm down. — The Ansgar Lutheran 
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D. you realize 


That our church body will be “one-one-one” 
years old on April 26? 


That all these years — thrice-blest — could 
well be summarized: 


“Souls — won! won! won!’”’? 


The original group of 12 congregations, numbering 
2,000 souls, has soared to 5,600 congregations and more 
than 2,400,000 people. 


In 1847 our church body was represented rather 
sparsely in only a few states; now it is at work in all 
states of the Union, in six Canadian provinces, and in 
25 other countries and territories. 


These 111 years have been years of our Lord. That 
is the only conclusion any thoughtful member of our 
church can come to. In spite of our weaknesses and 
blunders, in spite of our many ups and downs through 
the years, God did much with “Missouri” clay. We are 
not worthy of the least of all the mercies God has show- 
ered upon us. 


But why write these lines now? Our 111th year is 
not an anniversary occasion. “That might make good 
copy for our 150th anniversary,” someone may say. 


Perhaps that sentiment points to some of our trouble. 
We take the blessings of God too much for granted. 


We have special reasons for emphasizing the ‘“one- 
one-one: won! won! won!” this year! 


Our church in 1956 launched “Our Venture of 
Faith” with a vision and courage born of faith. We 
embarked on a program to provide for our church’s 
needs and opportunities for the next six years. 


Two years are now written in the records of eternity. 
During these past 24 months our church largely ac- 
complished what she set out to do. But in so doing she 
incurred a debt of about $1,150,000. This sum, added 
to a backlog of about $300,000 from previous years, 
raises our total budgetary indebtedness to almost 
$1,500,000. 

Some of our people wonder whether we have been 
trying to do too much, whether “under the circum- 
stances” we ought to slow down our pace — though mis- 
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sion opportunities are more numerous than ever before. , 
We think a few members may be saying, “I told you so!”’ 

Isn’t this strange language, considering our church’s} 
11ll-year record? Looking back, we did not always) 
have smooth sledding. It seems to us that our Lord told | 
us to expect reverses. Some years which at the time} 
were considered bad have, in the perspective of history, , 
turned out to be blessings in disguise. If only we were 
more “up” on what we call “down”! 

Surely 1956 and 1957 were “up” — years that spelled 
“won! won! won!” — although we did not reach the 
full budgetary goals. Look at the graph and the record 
of our achievements on these two pages. 


A GOOD RECORD THIS! ' 
47 48 49 50 51 52 53 5455 56 57) 


14. Millions 
$12,674,744.83 


Venture 
of 
Faith 


$8,210,797.87 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


_ Our people gave 51% more for our church’s work 

" 1957 than they did in 1955. Almost one million dol- 
rs more was given for missions in 1957 than in the 
receding year. 


We are advancing. “Our Venture of Faith” is almost 
n schedule as far as our expansion program is con- 
ered. Not bad, with only two years gone and still 
our to go! To get a big program rolling takes time. 


Yes, but what about our almost $1,500,000 debt? 
find you, your elected officials are also concerned 
about it. Something should be done about it — with- 
out slowing down our venturesome Kingdom program. 


Coming back to our debt: People, including mem- 
bers of Synod, are also going into debt for a lot of differ- 
nt things nowadays. The public is even encouraged to 
do so. Could it be that going into debt for Jesus — con- 
sidering how sorely our sick world needs Him — isn’t 
something so “terrible” after all? Can you think of 
a better cause than His to go into debt for? 


Is $1,500,000 an insurmountable sum? Suppose 
a 500-member congregation promoted a large program 
and at the end of the year found itself in debt by $550. 


THIS WE DID IN 1957 


Colleges and Seminaries 


les 


: St. Paul 


Remodeling 


all, Milwaukee 
Hall basement, Seward 
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Concordia Senior College 


Would the members immediately get out their paring 
knives and cut down the program? 

Can a church body like ours with over 1,400,000 
confirmed members, afford a debt of $1,500,000? That’s 
only a little more than one dollar per member. We 
could, if we would, wipe out that debt in one day! 

It cost Someone His life to establish the Kingdom. 
Should the children of the Kingdom try to “get by” 
with spare change? 

Will our members take care of their church’s debt 
to Jesus and a dying world? Of course they will! They’ve 
done so before. They will do so again. 

Will we continue our “won-won-won” record? Even 
though we have a goal of $16,000,000 set for Kingdom 
work this year? We believe we will. Why? 


1. Our people evidently didn’t realize that a debt of 
about $1,500,000 had piled up. The “shock” they 
received will prove a blessing in disguise. This 
already is becoming evident. 

2. Our mission offering for the first month of our 
church’s current fiscal year jumped 26% above 
that of the corresponding month last year. “Don’t 
cut down on our worldwide program. Continue 
with the original plans,” our people are saying. 

3. Many more congregations have committed them- 
selves to larger amounts this year for Synod’s 
program and have decided to give generously 
month by month throughout the year. 

4. Many more congregations have conducted, and 
are now conducting, every-member canvasses for 
pledges with happy results. 

5. Above all, God’s Word and Spirit are working 
mightily among our people. The prophecy of old 
is being fulfilled in our midst: “Thy people shall 
be willing in the day of Thy power.” Ps. 110:3. 


Wait and see what God will do through our people 


this year. Our debt will be reduced, and our work will 
go on as planned. 
The year “one-one-one” will continue to be a year 


1? 


of “won! won! won!” performance for our church. But 
it will call for action on the part of our people now. 
Don’t forget — the word now contains the same letters 
as. the word won. 


Let’s all get going now! — JOHN E. HERRMANN 
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Open House at 
Springfield, Il. 
Seminary 


For 


World 
Mission 
Program 


April 19 and 20 


A Formerly a teacher in Nigerian mission’s normal school, 
Morris Watkins, now studying at Springfield, puts finishing 


touches to an Ekpo figure. 


B Painting a world-mission map, l.—r.: Ron Bongard, Ar- 


leigh Lutz, Ted Hueser, Ken Rosche. 


C Making figures of chicken wire and newspaper for mis- 


Two men who worked in the Lu- 
theran mission in Nigeria and who are 
now students at Concordia Seminary, 
Springfield, Ill., are active in the Wyne- 
ken Missionary Society’s preparation 
for the Lutheran World Missions pro- 
gram and open house. 


Visitors are welcome to attend the 
open house, which will be presented in 
the seminary gymnasium, April 19 and 
20. The entire student body of 380 
men is working for the pageant. 

“Christ for the World” is the title 
of the students’ panorama of Synod’s 
world missionary program. 

Linn Haitz, who served the Nigerian 
mission in a lay capacity, and Morris 
Watkins, formerly a teacher at the nor- 
mal school in Nigeria, are now studying 
theology. 

“The Juju Tree” 


Mr. Haitz, who spent three years 
in Nigeria, is the author of “The Juju 
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Tree,” a three-act play, which will be 
presented in connection with the com- 
prehensive mission exhibit the third 
weekend in this month. 

Mr. Watkins, 34, chairman of the 
pageant “Christ for the World,” taught 
in Nigeria two years. (He and his wife 
have six children.) 

Authentic life-size figures set before 
4,000 feet of painted scenery will de- 
pict heathen ceremonial rites practiced 
in Africa, India, and Japan. 


Mission Map 


A 45 x 20-foot map of the world 
will highlight Lutheran world mission 
stations and also illustrate the spread 
of pagan religions, as compared with 
Christianity. 

The Springfield Seminary Chorus, di- 
rected by Prof. Fred L. Precht, will 
supply the music. 


Prof. Arthur Graf is the faculty ad- 
(158) 


sionary exhibit: James Lareva, left; Victor Schmick, and | 
Art Pulz. 


D J. Robert Koch, director of “The Juju Tree,” and cast. 
Standing, 1.—r.: William Gatz, Florence Kutzaro, Tom 
Going, Koch, James Haupt. 
Don Sprengler, Dave Belasic. 


Seated: Francis Mennenga, 


viser of the missionary society, and 
Ray Sheehan is student president. 

Mr. Haitz, single, was a contractor 
and builder before he served the Lu- 
theran headquarters at Obot Idim, Ni- 
geria. There for almost three years he 
supervised construction of school build- 
ings and parsonages, assisted the busi- 
ness manager in the office, and also 
gave religious instruction and taught 
Bible truths to young and old Nigerians. 
His home is in St. Louis. 


22 to 32 Churches 
Per Man 


Since some of the Synodical Confer- 
ence missionaries in West Africa serve 
as many as 22 to 32 churches per man, 
they called on Mr. Haitz to help in the 
evangelism work, particularly in adult 
instruction, in addition to his other 
duties. He hopes to return to the 
foreign field as a missionary. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


Walter Wu, lay evangelist for Saint 
Mark’s Lutheran Congregation, opened 
the door of the new church in Chakwol- 
ing, Hong Kong, at the dedicatory ser- 
vice on December 29, 1957. 

Seven days later he narrowly missed 
death when a two-pound piece of iron 
fell on his head. Walter lost much 
blood. He would probably not have 
survived had the iron object hit two 
inches nearer the center of his head. 


$3,000 Church 


About six years ago Synod’s mission 
at Chakwoling opened with Bible stu- 
dents doing the initial work. The new 
building, costing $3,000 (in U.S. 
money), includes fees for the architect. 

Members of the congregation made 
really sacrificial gifts in contributing 
some of the furnishings: the sign, shown 
on the picture; the dorsal curtain, the 
cross, a covering for the “altar” — an 
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Part of the congregation. 


Rey. W. Holt, speaker; 
M. Chiang, interpreter. 


Se 


James Yung (near door, left) directs the choir at the dedication of St. Mark’s. 


ordinary table standing on a platform 
to raise the altar above the level of the 
floor. Since the building will also house 
a school, a permanent altar would oc- 
cupy too much space. 


In St. Mark’s Church there are not 
many inches to spare. Worshipers in 
the front row are as close to the lectern 
and pulpit as the pastor is. 


“Paper Sacks” 


“Refreshments in paper sacks were 
given the children and members of the 
congregation after the dedication,” 
writes Missionary Herbert A. Hinz. 

“At least 400 attended the dedica- 
tion, although the church seats only 
200. For Christmas services we accom- 
modated 600 worshipers; about 100 
participated from outside the wide, low 
windows.” 

Rev. W. Holt preached the dedica- 
tory sermon; Missionary Hinz read the 
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act of dedication; his interpreter, Rev. 
Martin Chiang, offered the prayer. 
Teacher Melvin Kieschnick spoke be- 
fore the Benediction; Miss Lorraine 
Behling cut the ribbons before the ser- 
vice and played the organ. The choir, 
which James Yung directed, sang 
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty,” and 
“Built on the Rock.” 


First Baptism 


Moses Ch’iu, infant son of Andrew 
and Sharon Ch’iu, was the first person 
baptized in the new chapel of Saint 
Mark’s. Pastor Chiang performed the 
baptism. Missionary George Winkler 
assisted. 

Andrew, the father of the baby, 
could not witness the sacrament of re- 
generation for his son. Hemorrhaging 
seriously since December 15, Andrew 
is a tuberculosis patient at Haven of 
Hope Sanatorium. 
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Eben Ezer — Rock of Ages 


1 Samuel 7:12: “Then Samuel took 
a stone and set it between Mizpeh and 
Shen, and called the name of it Eben- 
ezer, saying, Hitherto hath the Lord 
helped us.” 

Eben Ezer (stone of help) signified 
that Samuel's God was the Lord of 
history. He gave the Israelites victory 
over the Philistines. He directed all the 
events in the life of His people. He 
would also guide the march of time 
until time ceased. 

The same Lord of history memori- 
alized by Eben Ezer is our God. He 
spared our country and shielded it 
against disaster despite two major wars. 
He brought our country to the pre- 
eminent position it occupies in world 
affairs today. He holds the destiny of 
our nation in the palm of His hands. 

Will there be a summit conference? 


Will the heads of state representing East — ) 


and West reach an understanding? Will 
the hoped-for accord be translatable in- 
to a lasting peace between Russia and 
the U.S.A.? Eben Ezer reminds us 
that Samuel’s God still stands behind 
the scenes, that in the light of His help 
the future is certain. 

What is to be done about the ris- 
ing level of unemployment in our coun- 
try? To whom shall we resort to stem 
the recession? To whom shall we look 
to restore a balanced economy to this 
land of plenty? 

The Lord who turned the fortunes 
of ancient Israel is ready to intervene 
in our behalf. The God who once gave 
Egypt a Joseph to stabilize its national 
economy can find ways to solve our 
economic problems today. Even the 
law of supply and demand must re- 
spond to His will. 

The ancient stone Eben Ezer symbol- 
ized the Lord’s help. Another stone 
speaks to us about the Lord as our 
Helper. It is the stone that was rolled 
away from the door of the sepulcher, 
opening the way for a victorious Easter 
Lord to arise and conquer death. 


The resurrection of Jesus crowns | 


the revelation of the Lord of history. It 
tells us that He who once rose from the 
dead now rises to be our Helper on all 
occasions. 

- Because He lives, death is “but the 
gate of life immortal.” Therefore we 
pray to Him: “Help us as Thou hast 
helped us!” 

_ ALFRED VON ROHR SAUER 
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The Invocation 


“In the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.” 
These are the first words of the liturgy 
of the church. They remind us of Col. 
3:17: “Whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by Him.” While the opening 
sentence identifies the God in whose 
name we worship, our present use of 
these words prompts us to regard them 
as the invocation of the service. 


An invocation is an act of calling on 
God for blessing, help, and inspira- 
tion. We cannot worship God aright in 
our own name, for we are sinners; 
neither can we worship in the name of 
some saint or angel. 


Implications 


Because the invocation is important 
and meaningful, it should not be spoken 
glibly or listened to indifferently. It has 
many implications, of which we should 
remind ourselves whenever we worship. 
The invocation implies: 


That our conduct be exemplary the 
moment we enter the house of God, 
that we meditate and pray before the 
service begins, and that we avoid all 
actions which may disturb others; 


That the organist select his prelude 
with care, that he play to the glory of 
God, and that his manner of playing 
be done in the name of God; 


That the hymn of invocation or of 
praise, as the opening hymn is often 
called, be chosen with due forethought 
and that the congregation “sing with 
the spirit and . . . with the understand- 
ing also,” 1 Cor. 14:15; 

That the organist accompany the 
hymns accordingly and that his accom- 
paniments also of parts of the liturgy 
be neither too loud nor too soft, too 
fast nor too slow, flamboyant nor dull. 


Confession 


The invocation prepares worshipers 
for the entire service. After the open- 
ing sentence follows the confession of 
sins and the absolution. 


In the confession the minister ad- 
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dresses the congregation as “Beloved in 

the Lord.” These words show a pastoral 

spirit on his part. The members of the 

parish are dear and precious to the? 
pastor because he knows they have been 

“bought with a price.” 


In the name of the Triune God the? 
pastor then invites the congregation to) 
draw near to God with a true heart to) 
confess their sins to God, their heavenly ' 
Father. All pretense and dishonesty are: 
ruled out; they are an abomination to) 
God. We think of Ps. 51:6: “Behold, , 
Thou desirest truth.” 


Versicles 


After the minister’s pastoral invita- - 
tion two significant versicles and their 
responses follow. A versicle, or “little 
verse,” and its response always stress 
and put into bold relief what follows 
or precedes. 


The first versicle emphasizes that 
even in acknowledging our trespasses 
we cannot help ourselves. Our help is 
in the name of the same Lord who made 
us, the Creator of heaven and earth. 


Unto Him do we confess our trans- 
gressions, the second versicle states, 
for He has procured for us unworthy 
sinners the forgiveness of “the iniquity 
of my sin” through the suffering and 
death of Jesus Christ on the accursed 
tree of the cross. 


Closely Knit Unit 


All this links up directly with the in-. 
vocation: “In the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.” 
To this invocation the congregation 
assents with a firm “Amen.” We begin 
to realize what a closely knit unit our 
service of worship really is. 


-_ 


Because of the nature of the invoca- 
tion, the confession, and the absolution, 
this entire part of the liturgy should be 
spoken. The spoken words stress the 
penitential and confessional character 
of the confession of sins. 


According to good Lutheran usage, 
the pastor may make the sign of the 
cross while speaking the invocation. 


WALTER E. Buszin 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


' Question: In reading Ex. 
20:8, I find that the Sabbath 

be command is the Fourth, not 
athe Third Commandment. By what 
right did we change this order in our 
sCatechism? 


| Answer: If you will consult the New 
Testament passages in which the an- 
cient commandments are quoted (Matt. 
Oi2;18,19; Mark 10:19; Luke 18:20; 
Rom. 13:9; Eph. 6:2, 3; you will note: 
(1) the Holy Spirit has Himself in 
some instances changed the wording 
of certain commandments, especially 
in the last-named passage; (2) He also 
has the commandments listed in a dif- 
ferent order; (3) the Sabbath Law is 
not listed at all in the New Testament. 

From these passages we may draw 
several valid conclusions: (1) neither 
the exact wording nor the order of 
God’s commandments is important, so 
long as their proper sense is retained, 
in order that men may know and do 
His will; (2) the absence of the Sab- 
bath commandment is due to the fact 
that the Old Testament Law has been 
repealed by God Himself (Col. 2:16, 
17), so that there is no divinely ap- 
pointed Sabbath in the. New Testament; 
(3) God certainly desires His children 
to assemble regularly for common wor- 
ship (Heb. 10:25), but the choice of 
the day has been left to them. (Rom. 
14:5, 6) 

We regularly assemble on Sunday 
in remembrance of the all-important 
fesurrection of Jesus (1 Cor. 15:17- 
20), which occurred on the first day 
of the week (Matt. 28:1; Mark 16:2; 
Luke 24:1). Congregational services 
are voluntary expressions of faith in 
Jesus Christ (Acts 2:42). People who 
insist on the observance of the seventh 
day as the New Testament Sabbath are 
guilty of the same error as were the 
false brethren in apostolic days who in- 
sisted upon the necessity of circum- 
cision. (Gal. 4:9-11; 5:2-4) 
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hat’s the 
ANSWER ? 


© Sabbath command — Fourth? 
@ Voters’ assembly — advantageous? 
@ Confirmation instruction — necessary? 
Hour of Crucifixion — 3rd or 6th? 


Question: Some Lutheran 
churches of other synods do 
bd not have a voters’ assembly, 
but allow the confirmed men of a cer- 
tain age to vote in any meeting. Is 
this an advantage or a disadvantage? 


Answer: A Christian congregation 
has the authority to grant voting rights 
to all adult male members of the con- 
gregation. Our system is not divinely 
ordained; yet it has the advantage of 
enabling a congregation to assure itself 
of the voting members’ interest in con- 
gregational affairs and to become bet- 
ter acquainted with the gifts, talents, 
and qualifications of voters when offi- 
cers are to be elected. Thus the busi- 
ness of the church can be disposed of 
more intelligently and in a more or- 


derly fashion. (1 Cor. 14:40) 

ant baptized members be 
= dealt with according to Mat- 

thew 18 in the same manner as un- 

repentant communicant members? 


Question: Should unrepent- 


Answer: Assuming that you are 
speaking of adult persons who were 
baptized as infants but persistently 
refused to be instructed and confirmed 
and therefore could not partake of the 
Lord’s Supper, the answer is yes. They 
should be informed in Christian love 
and firmness (Eph. 4:15) that by re- 
jecting the Word and the Sacrament 
they have nullified the blessings of their 
Baptism. Christ solemnly charged His 
church to teach all nations to observe 
all things He commanded. (Matt. 28:20) 

A person who comforts himself with 
his Baptism while he lives in defiance 
of God’s Word deceives himself. God’s 
covenant stands sure, but whoever re- 
jects God’s grace after Baptism loses 
the priceless treasure once bestowed 
upon him. Let these people consider 
the things which belong to their peace. 
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Jonks, 


Easter Sunrise Service, Messiah Church, Chicago 


Rev. Franklin C, Giese 


Question: How can we rec- 

oncile Mark 15:33 and John 

“5 19:14, which appear to con- 

tradict each other with respect to the 

hour of Christ’s crucifixion on Cal- 
vary? 


Answer: Since the Greeks did not use 
Arabic numerals as we do, but em- 
ployed alphabetical signs for the num- 
bers, one solution may be that a copy- 
ist wrote the sign for six instead of 
three and that succeeding copyists re- 
tained the six. 

The eminent Greek scholar A. T. 
Robertson, suggests that St. John was 
using the Roman method of comput- 
ing the time of day (midnight to mid- 
night), while Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke used the Jewish method (sun- 
down to sundown). According to the 
Jewish reckoning, the third hour cor- 
responded to our 9 o’clock; according 
to the Roman reckoning the sixth 
hour was 6 o’clock in the morning. At 
that time Jesus was still before Pontius 
Pilate, but there was sufficient time for 
the trial to end and the crucifixion to 
take place at about 9 o’clock. 

That John used the Roman method 
finds support in John 20:19, where the 
evangelist still reckons the evening 
after Christ’s resurrection as belonging 
to the first day of the week (Easter 
Sunday), whereas for the Jews it was 
already Monday. To this statement we 
might add that St. John’s Gospel was 
written sometime after the destruction 
of Jerusalem, when the Jews as a na- 
tion no longer existed. This Gospel 
was directed primarily to people of 
non-Jewish descent, who would have 
been confused if St. John had still used 
the Jewish reckoning of time. That the 
Roman civil day was reckoned from 
midnight to midnight is attested by Plu- 
tarch, Pliny, Aulus Gellius, and Mac- 


robius. This explanation appears as 

a satisfactory solution of the problem. 
O. E. SOHN 
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| Seeing the Church at Work 


Last month I mentioned that we have 
some excellent visual-aid materials. 
Most of our movies and filmstrips are 
in color, adding attractiveness and in- 
terest. 

“I have gained a much better insight 
into the work of the church,” people 
often say after they have viewed one 
of our films. 

You gain the best insight into the 
far-ranging activities of the church 
when you personally see the church at 
work. When you have participated in 
the organization of a mission, you know 
what the establishment of a mission 
means. When you have visited our col- 
leges and seminaries, you understand 
the program of training pastors, teach- 

ers, and missionaries. 

You appreciate what the church is 
doing in foreign lands when you have 
toured the fields, the seminaries which 
train national workers, the hospitals 
and clinics which do medical mission 
work; when you have spoken to the 
missionaries; when you have attended 
services and meetings of the churches. 


However, not everyone can see for 
_ himself the work of Synod throughout 
the world. The next best thing is to 
_ permit those who have seen the church 
at work to take us on trips through 
_ movies and color slides. 


Illustrated TV. travelogs show and 
teach us interesting facts about people, 
animals, and scenery, of which we 
would otherwise be ignorant because 
we could not travel to all these places. 
This is what our Synod strives to ac- 
complish through its audio-visual aids. 

Concordia Publishing House _ lists 
many titles. Excellent materials are 
offered by Synod’s departments of Stew- 
ardship and Missionary Education, Par- 
ish Education, and Missions. 

After the 1956 synodical convention 
all congregations received three film- 
strips and two recordings on “The Bible 
and Missions”: What Others Did About 
Missions, What We Are Doing About 
Missions, and What the Bible Says 
About Missions. 


There should be a wider and more 
general use of our audio-visual aids. 
We have more than 5,000 congregations 
and mission stations. A survey shows 
that only hundreds, not several thou- 
sand, as one would expect, have made 
use of available materials. Only one 
or two films went beyond 1,000 show- 
ings. 

Here are some of the objections to 
the materials: 

“They are too amateurish.” That 
simply is not true of the recent pro- 
ductions. 


Three Professors Installed at Senior College 


Although each member of the facul- 
ty has “unusual accents” in his partic- 
ular function, all members of the teach- 
ing staff have one in common, said 
Dr. Richard R. Caemmerer of the Saint 
Louis seminary, guest speaker at the in- 
stallation of three Concordia Senior 
College professors. 

“They have to stay at it with God,” 


he said of their common function. 
“They work for God, not only people.” 

Dr. Caemmerer stressed that the pro- 
fessors work “from God and with the 
power He supplies,” and not merely by 


means of their mental equipment, ex- 

perience, or material provisions. 
“Abide with God, we say tonight, 

abide with God,” the speaker urged in 


By John W. Behnken 


“They are not interesting.” They / 
are interesting to anyone interested in 
Kingdom work. 

“People will not come.” Someries | 
this is true. Shall we, then, abandoni 
the idea of using all synodical visual- - 
aid materials? Have we sufficiently’ 
urged attendance? Shouldn’t we follow : 
up with another showing? : 


Have you used these aids on the vari- 
ous missions in your school and Sunday 
school? 

How about devoting from 20 to 0 
minutes to a showing at meetings of 
the Lutheran Laymen’s League, the 
ladies’ aid, the Lutheran Women’s Mis- 
sionary League, or the Walther League? 

Or would you arrange a special show- — 
ing of one or two of our wonderf 1 
mission films for your Mission Sunday? 
Some congregations have incorporated 
a showing of one of the shorter aids in 
the morning service. 

This feature should not displace or 
abbreviate the sermon. A visual pres- 
entation of the church at work could 
well deepen the impression created by © 
the pastor’s powerful sermon on mis-_ 
sions, parish education, stewardship, or 
the training of pastors and teachers. 

By all means let us put our audio 
visual materials to wider and more ef- 
fective use! 
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his address on March 9 at the service 
conducted in the Kramer Chapel on the 
new Fort Wayne campus. 

Inducted into office were: Dr. Thom- 
as Coates, chairman of the Division of — 
Religion; Prof. John Meyer, resident 
counselor and associate professor of 
Greek, and Prof. Roland Haas, assis- 
tant professor of physical education. 

Dr. Martin J. Neeb, Senior College 
president, performed the rite of in- 
stallation; Prof. Richard Jesse, dean of © 
the chapel, officiated. Assisting were 
Rev. Erwin Tepker, chairman of the 
Fort Wayne Pastoral Conference, and 
Dr. Walter F. Wolbrecht, executive sec- 
retary of Synod’s Board for Higher 
Education. Prof. Herbert Nuechterlein 
was the organist and choirmaster. 

Before the chapel was used for the 
first time, a consecration ceremony was 
conducted. 

Rev. Oswald Riess, pastor of Beth- 
any Church, Detroit, was the guest 
speaker for the consecration. (See p. 20) 


Kneeling, 1l—r.: Meyer, Coates 
Haas. Standing: Jesse, Riess, Neeb, 
Caemmerer, Wolbrecht, Tepker. 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


MISSING FINGERS 


(Continued from page 7) 


‘As many as 25 assist in carrying these 
people over the mountainous terrain. 


Tribal: War 


Mart in the battle, but we got in on 
tthe aftermath. 


} It was just about quitting time at 
§the hospital when a government official 
@brought in the first load of natives. 
@We sent the hospital ambulance to 
bring in two more loads. 

) The three loads of casualties grew 
Jout of a fight over a nut tree. Most 
Jof the injuries resulted from spear 
Gwounds and from failing to dodge 
(stones. 

) When the victims were patched up 
fand properly healed, they were taken 
to the calaboose to cool off a bit. 


We Prayed on Our Knees 


A few weeks ago a completely un- 
conscious elderly man with Cheyne- 
Stokes respirations was brought by 
stretcher. He appeared to be near 
death. He had fallen from a mountain- 
side and landed on top of his head. 
Realizing that he probably had but 
a short time on this earth, we all — 
including 25 stretcher bearers — bowed 
our heads, knelt down, and prayed for 
the man’s soul. 

The prayers in the native tongue and 
in English besought the Savior for this 
man’s recovery to convince the natives 
of the power of prayer. 

Through the miracle of answered 
prayer, I firmly believe, four days later 
the man walked from his ward to the 
dispensary and asked us to change the 
dressing because it was sticking to his 
scalp. He walked home a cured man. 
God certainly does answer prayer. 
We shall continue to ask Him to help 
all of us to heal in the name of the 
Great Physician. 


The Answer 


Out from life’s pit I cried to Thee, 
O God, my God, deliver me! 

Did He not hear this desperate cry? 
Vast silence was His just reply. 


Is there no answer, then, to prayer? 
Must I stay in my despair? 


With that wretched, dismal doubt, 

Cold, bereft, I turned about, 

Saw — through pride, self-seeking, 
fear — 

Christ waiting: “Come; I help you 


here.” Ete Gs 
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Members of Synod are welcome to speak on subjects of their choice — synodical 
policies, practices, customs, issues of the day, and so forth. Opinions expressed in 
Pro and Con are not to be regarded as those of the WITNEss or of Synod. The Editors 
reserve the right to reject, print in full, or omit matters not pertinent. The debates will 
be terminated at the discretion of the Editors. 


Re “Lo, Here! Lo, There!” 


H. C. Wind maintained (March 11) 
that Christ’s church is “within the individ- 
ual” and that the dogma “Synodical Con- 
ference Altars for Synodical Conference 
Lutherans only” proclaims “Lo, here! Lo, 
there!” a doctrine forbidden by Luther in 
Art. VII of the Augsburg Confession. 


From Michigan 


In Jerusalem a newsboy was shout- 
ing: “Extra! Extra! Read all about it! 
Jesus of Nazareth sets up kingdom.” 
The headline: “CAESAREA NEW 
KINGDOM HEADQUARTERS.” The 
captions: “New King’s Followers Wipe 
Out Roman Garrison”; “Free Loaves 
and Fish Promised Every Friday.” 


That’s the kind of “Lo, here! Lo, 
there!” kingdom the Pharisees had in 
mind. That’s the kind of kingdom idea 
Jesus had to fight all the way, also 
among the disciples. Even after His 
resurrection they asked: “Wilt Thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom 
to Israel?” 

The Word of God must be read in 
its context! 


How is God’s name hallowed? How 
does the kingdom of God come? 
“When” — Luther originally said “Wo,” 
where — “the Word of God is taught 
in its truth and purity. ...” The idea 
of location is not excluded. A teaching 
situation must be set up. Then the 
kingdom is among you. 


“When our heavenly Father gives us 
His Holy Spirit, so that by His grace 
we believe His holy Word and lead 
a godly life,” then the kingdom of God 
is within you. 

The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod has never tried to misrepresent 
the “here” or “there” of the Kingdom. 
What she practices regarding Commun- 
ion is what Scripture says about the 
Sacrament. She makes no _ barriers 
higher or lower than those the Lord set. 


Whitehall, Mich. A. C. MEIER 


From Minnesota 


Kingdom of God “within you” does 
not disagree with avoiding those who 
“cause divisions and offenses” in the 
church, as a contributor seems to imply. 


The fault, I believe, lies not with us 
who do the avoiding, but with those 
who are causing the divisions. 


Henning, Minn. ARTHUR E. BECK 
(163) 


From Wisconsin 


Although we often hear references 
to our church as the “true visible church 
of Christ,’ we know that this designa- 
tion is not meant to say, “Lo, here!” 
We Lutherans believe and confess that 
Christ’s church is the total number of 
those people who have true faith in 
their hearts and are led by the Spirit 
of God. Men may err in some doc- 
trines, yet possess saving faith in the 
Lord Jesus. 

The reason for designating our Lu- 
theran Church as “true” and the Ro- 
man Catholic and Reformed churches 
“false” stems from the fact that in our 
Lutheran Church all the public doc- 
trines agree with the Word of God, 
whereas in other bodies that is not the 
case. The designation makes a judg- 
ment of the public confessions of a 
church body, not of the faith of its 
individual members. 


This fact also refutes the charge 
that we teach “Automatic Worthiness 
by Association.” Mere membership in 
our Lutheran Church — in the Synodi- 
cal Conference, for that matter — does 
not insure salvation. 


Milwaukee WILLIAM URBROCK 


Summary 


Points made by other correspondents 

are presented in the following sum- 
mary: 
1. Neither the Bible nor the Lu- 
theran Symbols speak of a “visible 
church” or an “invisible church.” Both 
affirm that the same church has both 
an empirical and a spiritual aspect. 


2. Luke 17:20,21 speaks of the 
kingdom of God, not of the church. 
These two concepts cannot be simply 
equated. The RSV translates: “Behold, 
the kingdom of God is in the midst 
of you.” 


3. The passage ascribed to Luther 
is not from his pen, nor is it from the 
Augsburg Confession (which he did 
not write). The statement occurs in 
Philip Melanchthon’s Apology to the 
Augsburg Confession, Art. VII, par. 10. 


4. “Synodical Conference Altars for 
Synodical Conference Lutherans only” 
is not a dogma of the church, but a 
practical principle for insuring that 
under ordinary circumstances the unity 
of conviction symbolized by the joint 
reception of Holy Communion is safe- 
guarded. 
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“Search the 


The Roman Catholics Say: 


“ “The word of the Lord endures for- 
ever, is the saying of a great prophet 
(Is. 40:8) and of the Prince of the 
Apostles. (1 Peter 1:25) 

“In her belief in the divine authority 
and the perfect truth of the Bible, as 
being the inspired Word of God, the 
Catholic Church has never hesitated. 
Nor has the Church forgotten that this 
sacred Book was destined by its Author 
to convey His message to all His faith- 
ful servants of every place and time. 
Neither has she overlooked the fact 
that this message must lie sealed and 
silent to many of her children unless 
given them in their own language, at 
least by the voice of their pastors, if 
not by means of the written page. 

“Further, the Church always has 


It is true that the Bible is the 
inspired Word of God. It is true, 
too, that God has given us the Bible 
that we may learn of Him and of 
Christ and of our eternal redemption 
in Christ Jesus. It is true, again, that 
Christ has told His church to teach 
His Word. 


“Search the Scriptures,” He said 
(John 5:39). Shall we, like the 
Roman Catholic Church, equate 


“Apostolic Tradition” with the Scrip- 
tures? Nowhere has the Bible told 
us to do so. 

Paul urged the Thessalonians to 
“hold the traditions which ye have 
been taught, whether by word or 
our, epistles (2 Thess.2:15).. The 
word tradition means “teachings, 
commandments, narratives.” In the 
New Testament the term is used to 
denote the tradition preserved by the 
scribes and Pharisees. Tradition also 
means “Christian teaching’; Paul 
calls his own teachings traditions. 

He uses the same word to char- 
acterize the heresy taught in Colos- 
sae: “Beware lest any man_ spoil 
you through philosophy and vain 
deceit, after the tradition of men, 
after the rudiments of the world, 
and not after Christ.” (Col. 2:8) 

Tradition? Not an oral tradition. 
“Apostolic tradition” ought simply 
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Comment 


Scriptures” 


realized that Holy Scripture was com- 
mitted to her charge by virtue of its 
very origin and object. Like the Apos- 
tolic Tradition of Christ’s teaching, the 
Bible, too, is a treasury of divine reve- 
lation. As such, it can have no rightful 
guardian and dispenser except that 
Church which Christ formed and com- 
missioned to teach all the world the 
truths revealed for man’s salvation. 
There can be no greater crime than 
the least corruption of that eternal truth 
which Christ has brought us. The 
Church, therefore, is watchful over 
Holy Scriptures; and not only over its 
message, but likewise over its written 
transmission.” 

From Preface of Confraternity Edition of the 
New Testament, p.12 in But Do You Really 


Understand the Bible? No. 22, K. of C. Informa- 
tion Bureau, St. Louis. 


to be defined as the apostolic teach- 
ing given us in the sacred Scriptures. 

It is the written Word of God, as 
St. Peter himself tells us by divine 
inspiration, to which we should pay 
attention. “And we have the pro- 
phetic word made more sure. You 
will do well to pay attention to this 
as to a lamp shining in a dark place, 
until the day dawns and the morn- 
ing star rises in your hearts. First 
of all you must understand this, that 
no prophecy of Scripture is a mat- 
ter of one’s own interpretation, be- 
cause no prophecy ever came by the 
impulse of man, but men moved by 
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.” 
(2 Peter 1:19-21, RSV) 

Paul commends the Thessalonians 
because they received the Word of 
God “not as the word of men, but as 
it is in truth, the Word of God.” 
(1) Thess) 2213) 

Because it is God’s Word, it must 
not be corrupted. The church ought 
indeed to be “watchful over Holy 
Scripture.” Would that the Roman 
Catholic Church were! Would that 
she did not add any “traditions” of 
men to the Sacred Scripture nor the 
pronouncements of an “infallible” 
pope, but that she would search the 
Scriptures for complete truth! 


CarL S. MEYER 
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The One Purpose 
Of Kramer Chapel 


By OswALD RIEss 


This chapel has one purpose — “that 
they may behold My glory.” 

It is the strong prayer of Christ that 
we may someday behold His unveiled j 
glory in heaven. 

The beholding of Christ’s glory, by; 
sight, face to face, to the full, heaven) 
without end, will be our chief em-- 
ployment in heaven —is heaven. 


Meanwhile — in preparation for that | 
beatific vision — Christ wills that we: 
make the beholding of His veiled glory ' 
our chief employment on earth. 

“What things were gain to me, 
writes the most avid student of the: 
glory of Christ, “those I counted loss ; 
for Christ. Yea, doubtless, and I count : 
all things but loss for the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus, my 
Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things and do count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ.” 

And then Paul compresses all his 
dreamings and yearnings into these 
words: “That I may know Him.” 

As it was with Eudoxus, who was 
so taken up with the glory of the sun 
that he thought he was born only to 
behold it, so it was with Paul and his 
Christ. So it should be with the Chris- 
tian and his Christ. So it must be, in 
particular, with the student for the 
Christian ministry and his Christ. 

To behold the glory of that Sun— 
for this you were born, born of water 
and the Spirit. 

For this God had pity on your once 
sightless face and gave you an eye — 
the eye of faith. 

For this God provided you with 
a mirror —the mirror of Holy Scrip- 
tures. 

For this God sent you the Inter- 
preter — the Holy Spirit, who delights 
in daily and progressively fulfilling 
your prayer: 

Let me see my Savior’s face, 
Let me all His beauties trace; 

Show those glorious truths to me 
Which are only known to Thee. 


9) 


This prayer raises an interesting 
question. Holy Scripture is “all Christ,” 
as Luther puts it; yet there is no single 
chapter or book of Scripture of which 
it can be said: Here all the features of 
Christ are gathered into one complete 
picture of Christ. 

Why is this? Why must we trace the 
beauties of Christ through a thousand 
pages of Scripture? 

Is it because if all the glory of Christ 
exhibited in Scripture were concentrated J 
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in One page, our eyes could not bear 
ene sight of that glory? 

)) Yes, and it is because God wants 
ois to make our entire life a searching 


ylaily, now here, now. there, to peer 
y through the lattice” in order to gain 
Yew glimpses of the Beloved: of the 
Glory of His Godhood and His man- 


shood and of all His wondrous words 


He wants us, above all else; to be- 
thold Him in His magnificent glory, 
yeweled with the blood which is our 
Wife and heaven. What did Paul say? 
p71 determined not to know anything 
mong you save Jesus Christ, and Him 
orrucified.” 


1) It is to this one purpose — the be- 
Hholding of the glory of Christ — that 
‘We consecrate this Kramer Chapel. 
7 Far more than its architectural glory, 
may this chapel show forth, may it 
ood, illuminate, saturate all of Con- 
irordia Senior College with the “glory 
hat excelleth”: “The glory of the Only- 
begotten of the Father, full of grace 
fand truth.” 
3 O Christ, make this chapel Thy holy 
ill. 
§ Let Thy Word and Sacrament here 
Wransfigure Thee before both faculty 
Nand students. Let them behold Thee, 
Whee only, in Thy glory. 
) Then when they descend from the 
mount into their classrooms, into their 
Wdormitories, into the weary, waiting 
yorld, they will be men with shining 
Seyes and transformed characters and 
Wongues afire. They will be the kind 
of men the church cries for: “men 
whose eyes have seen the King.” 


Delivered at the consecration of 
Kramer Chapel, Concordia Senior 
College, Fort Wayne, Ind., March 
9, 1958. 


CPH Awards Plaque 
To National Park Service 


Concordia Publishing House, at a 
dinner in Washington, D.C., honored 
ithe National Park Service and its di- 
rector, Conrad L. Wirth, for encour- 
aging the growth of a Christian minis- 
try to employees and visitors. The 
‘religious program now extends to 26 
national parks and monuments through- 
out the United States. 

On behalf of CPH, General Manager 
O. A. Dorn presented a plaque to John 
E. Doerr, chief naturalist of the Na- 
‘tional Park Service, in the absence of 
Mr. Wirth, who was ill. The presenta- 
tion was made in Washington, D.C., 
March 11. 

Mr. Wirth, in his address read by 
| Mr. Doerr, recalled the early beginnings 
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of “this co-operative effort of church 
and state,” which last year enlisted the 
assistance of more than 125 seminary 
and college students. 

The Yellowstone Park Student Min- 
istry, forerunner to the national min- 
istry, grew out of the chorus of 70 
employees at Old Faithful Inn in Yel- 
lowstone. Their director was a bellhop, 
working his way through a seminary. 

The one-time bellhop is now Rev. 
Warren Ost, director of A Christian 
Ministry in the National Parks. 

This year, Mr. Ost said, 85 guest 
pastors, six resident park chaplains, and 
125 college students will conduct serv- 
ices in 26 national park areas. 


Dr. Dorn recalled that he and his 
wife, vacationing in Yellowstone Park 
several years ago, noticed the lack of 
a printed program for services. He 
volunteered to make the bulletins avail- 
able to the parks. 

A blue-and-gold souvenir album, 
containing a full-color sample of each 
of the 29 National Park bulletins, was 
given to each of the 65 guests present. 
The album also includes six new pic- 
torials especially developed for use in 
the parks next year. 

Dr. Oswald Hoffmann of New York, 
the toastmaster, also spoke on “The 
Church and State in National Life.” 

Other Missouri Synod Lutherans at 
the dinner at the Sheraton-Park Hotel 
were Rev. Kenneth Hoffmann of Cleve- 
land Heights, Ohio; John W. Boehne, 
Jr.; Ray Scherer, Alexandria, Va.; and 
Revs. W. D. Mensing, William F. 


Bruening, Kenneth Ahl, and Lambert 
Brose from the Washington area. 


Three Girls Win CPH 
Contest for Book Title 


My Devotions was the winning title 
for the children’s devotional booklet. 
Concordia Publishing House, which 
conducted the contest, will issue in 
October 1958 the first of the monthly 
copies of My Devotions. 

From among the 4,000 entries three 
young Lutherans submitted the same 
winning title. They are: Linda Barton, 
11 years old, who lives in Flint, Mich.; 
Pamela Bretzer, 10, San Francisco, 
Calif.; and Connie Felger, 8, Norfolk, 
Nebr. Each girl received $100. 

CPH awarded honorable mention 
and $10 each for entries submitted by: 

Paul Holt, 9, Hong Kong; Linda Vossler, 11, 


Baltimore, Md.; Arlene Rodenbeck, 10, Fort 
Wayne, Ind.; Philip J. Meyer, Jr., 12, New 
Orleans, La. 

Ruth Hillmann, 12, Seattle, Wash.; Sandra 


Wildgrube, 9, Edwardsville, Ill.; Robert Wilson, 
11, Opa-Locka, Fla.; Janice Brace, 11, Saxon, 
Wis. 

Verla Reister, 14, Jenison, Mich.; Mary Ellen 
Marks, 12, Sandstone, Minn.; Bonnie Kunkel, 12, 
Birmingham, Ala.; Susan Frerking, 11, Char- 
lotte, N.C. 

Linda Flora Baer, 9, Fort Wayne, Ind.; Jimmy 
Brown, 8, Kennewick, Wash.; Tamara Hirth, 9, 
St. Louis, Mo.; Diane Wegner, 11, St. Paul, Minn. 

Margaret Glasgow, 14, Clarinda, lowa; Susan 
Still, 4, Galva, Iowa; Dale Brinkman, 11, Coffee 
Creek, Mont.; Douglas Misterek, 10, Delmont, 
S. Dak.; Marvin Kienast, 10, Horicon, Wis. 

Rickey Kern, 9, Detroit, Mich.; Jon Schrei- 
ber, 9, Horicon, Wis.; Ernest Kresen, 8, Chicago, 
Ill.; Ronald Steffen, 8, Chatham, Ill. 


Dr. Allan Hart Jahsmann, co-author 
of the fast-selling book of children’s 
devotions, Little Visits with God, wrote 
the first issue of My Devotions. 

Prof. and Mrs. George Hoyer, Prof. 
and Mrs. M. L. Radke, and Rev. Erich 
Allwardt are members of the committee 
appointed by the General Literature 
Board to edit the new booklet. 
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Dr. O. A. Dorn, left, presents plaque to John E. Doerr 


Bil 


Deaths 


RICHARD F, BEARDSLEY, Jan. 20, 1931, 
Sioux Falls, S. Dak., to March 8, 1958, 
Clinton, Mo.; son of Ralph and Meta 
Froehlich Beardsley; graduated St. Louis 
seminary, 1957; parish: Clinton and 
Creighton, Mo. Survivor: Verna Bartels 
Beardsley. Funeral: March 10, Clinton, 
Mo., and March 12, Sioux City, Iowa; 
interment, Memorial Park Cemetery, Sioux 
City, Iowa. 


ELtwoop G. FIENE, March 15, 1933, 
Addison, Ill., to Feb. 22, 1958, Robstown, 
Tex.; son of William and Eleanor Karn- 
stedt Fiene; graduated River Forest, 1955; 
school: Harlingen, Tex. Funeral: Feb. 23, 
Harlingen, Tex., Feb. 27, Addison, IIL; 
interment, Addison, IIl. 


HERBERT P. WUNDERLICH, Jan. 19, 
1916, West Chicago, Ill., to Feb. 4, 1958 
(after heart surgery), Stevens Point, Wis.; 
son of Traugott and Sophie Schlechte 
Wunderlich; graduated St. Louis seminary, 
1940; parishes: St. Louis; Warrensburg, 
Mo.; St. Paul, Minn.; Stevens Point, Wis. 
Survivors: Geneva Knudson Wunderlich; 
son Warren; daughters Ellen, Elaine, Eli- 
nor, Elizabeth, Elda, and Elora. Funeral: 
Feb. 8, Stevens Point; interment, Bethania 
Cemetery, Justice, Il. 


Albert H. Wessling, professor at Cal- 
ifornia Concordia College, Oakland, died 
of a heart attack, March 17. 


Notices 


Ordinations and Installations 


Installed: FastORS 

Eckhardt, Eugene L., Zion, Linn, Kans., by 
John D. Kovac, Feb. 16. 

Frerking, Roland F., First, Gainesville, Fla., 
by Pres. F. W. Lorberg, Feb. 9. z 

Gesch, William C., Trinity, Monte Vista, Calif., 
by L. P. Rudolph, Feb. 16. 
Haltner, Robert E., Sr., St.Paul, Perham, 
Minn., by William A. Busse, Sr., Feb. 23. 
Holsten, Melvin J., St. Andrew, Charlotte, 
N. C., by Marvin Tschatschula, March 2. 
Joesting, Clement A., Zion (Fraser Twp.), 
Fairmont, Minn., by O. F. Hinrichs, Feb. 16. 

Johnson, Harold G., Our Redeemer, South 
Bend, Ind., by E. W. Broders, March 2. 

Langer, Paul G., as institutional chaplain in 
Washington, D.C., by Pres. Wm. H. Kohn, 
Jan. 23. 

Lemke, Roland K., Cross of Christ, Chatta- 
nooga, Tenn., by Paul Ph. Spitz, Jan. 6. 

Lemmermann, Walter, St. Mark, Anaheim, 
Calif., by Martin Wiersig, Feb. 16. 

Mackensen, Gordon R., First, El Cajon, Calif., 
by Harold H. Engelbrecht, Feb. 16. 

Merce, W. H. (addl. charge), Redeemer, Fre- 
mont, Mich., by R. J. Scholz, Feb. 16. 

Molzan, Harold G., Bethlehem, Saginaw, 
Mich., by Andrew Zeile, Feb. 16. 

Rolf, Robert F., as missionary in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by W. C. Birkner, Feb. 23. 

Rusert, Lyle D., St. John, Atwater, Minn., by 
F. W. Parduhn, March 2. 

Sallach, Donald, Trinity, Dothan, Ala., by 
Pres. Edgar Homrighausen, Feb. 16. 

Schmid, John B., Holy Cross, Nederland, Tex., 
by G. G. Press, Feb. 16. 

Schumm, Donald, St. John, Holgate, Ohio, by 
W. H. Werling, Feb. 16. ® 

Szegedin, Andrew A., Christ, Tulia, and Saint 
Paul, Canyon, Tex., by Edwin T. Heyne, 
Feb. 16. 

Wiederaenders, Roland, Trinity, Corpus 
Christi, Tex., by Vernon H. Harley, Jan. 5. 

Wright, Arthur F., asst., St. Peter, Brooklyn, 
N. Y., by Robert J. Riedel, Feb. 16. 

Zimmermann, Elwood, as Stewardship Secre- 
tary of the Central District in Fort Wayne, 
Ind., by George Maassel, Feb. 23. 
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Installed: CEE I toes 


Amt, Arthur, as Superintendent of Christian 
Education of the Central District, in Fort 
Wayne, Ind., by Arthur Ziegler, Feb. 23. 

Meyer, Frederick G., Immanuel, St. Charles, 
Mo., by Erich V. Oelschlaeger, Nov. 10, 1957. 

Storm, Harvey, Immanuel, St. Charles, Mo., by 
Erich V. Oelschlaeger, Sept. 8, 1957. 

Yunghans, Ernest E., as Asst. Superintendent 
of Christian Education of the Central Dis- 
trict, in Fort Wayne, Ind., by Arthur 
Ziegler, Feb. 23. 


Official Notices 


Rev. Herman F. O. Warneck, Kirkland, 
Wash., has been appointed Visitor of Circuit 
No.13 of the Northwest District to replace 
Rev. Harold Johnson, who accepted a call into 
another District. — Cart H. BEnsENE, Presi- 
dent, Northwest District. 


Rev. Orville W. Schlueter, Brawley, Calif., 
has been appointed Visitor of Circuit No. 17 to 
succeed Rev. Gordon R. Mackensen, who ac- 
cepted a call to another District. — Rev. Vic- 
tor L. BEHNKEN, President, Southern Cali- 
fornia District. 


Nominations for 
Concordia College, St. Paul, Minn. 


Associate Professorship in Education: 


Buck, Benjamin A., Mankato, Minn., by Uni- 
versity Chapel, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Riedel, Jack O., Bismarck, N. Dak.: Our Re- 
deemer, Moorhead, Minn.; Zion, Bismarck, 
N. Dak.; St. Mark, Minot, N. Dak.; St. John, 
Wheaton, Minn.; Zap, Zap, N. Dak.; St. Mat- 
thew, Hazen, N. Dak.; St. Mark, New Ger- 
many, Minn. 

Schulz, Delphin, St. Paul, Minn.; St. Steph- 
anus, St. Paul, Minn.; University Chapel, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 

Stengel, Kenneth, Winfield, Kans.: 
Wellington, Kans. 


Associate Professorship in German and Latin: 


Engelhardt, Walter, St. Paul, Minn., by Saint 
Stephanus, St. Paul, Minn.; University 
Chapel, Minneapolis, Minn. 

Mohrhardt, Rev. Robert, Chicago, Ill.: First 
Bethlehem, Chicago, Ill.; Bethany, Chicago, 


Plagens, Rev. Robert, Minot, N.Dak.: Re- 
deemer, Lubbock, Tex. 

Riedel, Jack O., Bismarck, N. Dak.; Zion 
Big Springs, Nebr.; Zion, Bismarck, N. Dak.; 
St. Mark, New Germany, Minn. 


Additional recommendations and statements 
of qualifications of nominees, or objections to 
nominees with reasons therefor, should be 
filed within the next three weeks. The elec- 
tion meeting will be held as soon after April 
29, 1958, as feasible. — H. W. Britt, Secretary, 
Board of Control. 


Call Accepted 


The Board of Control of Concordia Teachers 
College, River Forest, Ill., announces that 
Waldemar W. Affeldt, Grand Forks, N. Dak., 
has accepted the call as associate professor of 
education. — Erwiw L. Paut, Secretary. 


Calvary, 


Conference of College and Seminary 
Faculties Postponed 


In the interest of economy the triennial 
Conference of College and Seminary Faculties, 
originally scheduled for August 23—27, 1958, 
has been postponed for at least one year. 

While synodical staff members who have 
consented to serve as plenary session partici- 
pants and as sectional-meeting chairmen will 
halt their planning, they are hereby requested 
to continue to serve in the capacities orig- 
inally assigned to them in the event the con- 
ference is held in 1959. 

Any question regarding the program should 
be directed to the undersigned. — Grorcr J. 
Berto, Conference Director. 


Notices 


Vacation opportunity in the High Sierras 
for pastors willing to conduct service at Pine- 
crest in return for cabin accommodations. 
Beautiful resort area, Pinecrest is 80 miles 
east of Stockton, on Highway 108. Use of 
cabin extends from Thursday to Thursday 
noon. Dates from July 20 to August 31 open. 
Write: Rev. C. Corner, 935 F St., Tracy, Calif. 


_ Anyone knowing of Lutherans or prospec- 

tive Lutherans living in or around Reedsport, 

Gardener, or Winchester Bay, Oreg., please 

send their names and addresses to: Rev. Mar- 

rae an ee 658 W. Alder Pl., Reedsport, 
reg. 


(166) 


ices: 
10 A.M. For tourist F 
Rev. Leonarp F. Kiuc, Box 843, Estes Park 


Colo. 
Available 


Used paraments in green for altar andi 
matching stole for pastor; 16 senior choiri 
robes. — Mrs. Wm. Ho.perer, Secretary of) 
Zion Lutheran Altar Guild, 314 Hamilton St.,. 
Geneva, N. Y. 


For parcel post charges: green and _ violet» 
velvet, gold-fringed paraments consisting of 
3 pieces each.— Trinity LuTHERAN ALTAR 
Guitp, Mrs. Ida R. Martin, 108 W. Third St.,. 
Nashville, Il. | 

Communion veil, handmade in any size.? 
Very fine white lawn material; white or blackk 
embroidery in one corner; crocheted lace. —- 
Mrs. Emity Oye, 210 E. Buckner St., Tuscola,) 
Ill. 


Wanted 
Information (price, your name and ad-- 
dress) leading to the acquisition of thee 


quadricentennial symposium Four Hundredj 
Years. Inform Rev. Mies L. Vinss, Bessemer, ' 
Ala., or Rev. Kart F. BreEEHNE, Greenville, IIl.| 


Four used oak pews, 8 feet or longer.’ 
Write: Rev. WaLtTeR SynatscHK, Grace Lu-- 
theran Church, Malden, Mo. 

Choir robes and music.— BretHany Luwv-- 
THERAN CHuRCH, 302 North H St., Lompoge, ; 
Calif. 

Copies of Lutheran Layman, published by } 
American Luther League, Fort Wayne, from} 
1920 to 1926. Information concerning Ameri- - 
can Luther League, manuscripts, pamphlets, . 
correspondence, etc., also welcome. — Con-- 
corpia Historicau Institute, 801 De Mun Ave., , 
St. Louis 5, Mo. 

Candle lighter and extinguisher, gowns and | 
surplices for acolyte and for organist. Will | 
pay shipping. — St. MicHare.t’s LUTHERAN | 
CuHurcH, Rev. E. W. Richter, 3395 Colquitt Dr., , 
Doraville, Ga. 


Pastors: Changes of Address 


Bauer, Benj. T., 436 N. Willow Ave., West 
Covina, Calif. 
Baumgartel, Clarence A., R.1, Luxemburg, | 


Wis. 
Broetzmann, Truman W., Pulaski, Wis. 
Dale, Leonard A., 2705 S. Martinson, 


Wichita 13, Kans. 
tee Darrel W., 731 W. Main St., Cheshire, 
onn. 
Halboth, V. Frederick, 19584 Olympia, De-= 
troit 40, Mich. 


Holsten, Melvin, J., c/o St. Andrew Lu- 
theran Church, 213 N. McDowell, Char-= 
lotte, N.C 


Kalthoff, Reinhold, 3731 Hughes Ave., Los 
Angeles 34, Calif. 

Littmann, Paul G., 3621 Langrehr Rd., Balti- 
more 7, Md. 

ery John, 4933 Montrose Ave., Chicago 41, 


Pee Nee E., 28229 Bayberry, Farmington, 

ich. 

Opitz, William, R.1, Cape Girardeau, Mo. 

Oswald, Arthur A., 804 Bank St., Webste 
City, Iowa 

Rusert, Lyle D., R. 3, Atwater, Minn. 

Scheelk, Leo, Box 1334, Lakeview, Oreg. 

Schmidt, Edward C., 11815 N. E. 132d Ave., 
R.5, Vancouver, Wash. 

ae Frank J., 201 Tamarack, Laurium, 

ich. 

Schumm, Donald, 421 N. Wilhelm, Box 186, 
Holgate, Ohio 

Stenbeck, Clarence A., Elma, Iowa 

Stock, William, Millersburg, Iowa | 

Page's Walter D., 444 Locust St., Seward, 


ebr. 
Wildermuth, Clarence, 700 N.E. Hazel D 

St., Vancouver, Wash. ou 
Zapf, Edmund A., Hankinson, N. Dak. 


Teachers: 
wesee Norman C., 510 S. Third St., Dundee, 
Kohiman, Roger H., Box 117, Pattonville, 
oO. 
Wellander, Ronald, 4721 W. 82d St., Chicago 


29, Ill. 


Wiegman, Eugene, 1204 E. S in- 
field; Kara’? eventh Nie 


THE LUTHERAN WITNESS 


I read with interest-the WirNEss Com- 

Mment on “Pew Bibles.” Permit me to 
feomment on our practice at St. John’s. 
All our members bring their own Bibles 
sto church each Sunday. After the Epistle 
elS announced, the pastor gives a_ brief 
! sumé of it in his own words, and then 
the entire congregation reads the Epistle. 
A short prayer on the Epistle follows. 
4 This procedure certainly clarifies, and 
makes more meaningful, God’s holy Word. 
"mOur congregation is indeed “the church 
of the open Bible.” 


(REv.) RICHARD V. GOERES 
Milwaukee, Wis. 


_ We observed the 400th anniversary of 
the translation of the Bible by placing 
@Bibles in the book racks of Redeemer 
wChurch. These Bibles were provided by 
individuals and organizations of the 
church in commemoration of the anni- 
Iversary. 

} In each service the page number of the 
“Scripture readings is placed on the hymn 
“board to facilitate finding of the particular 
passage. 

= Since 1934 this arrangement has proved 
ivery acceptable to our worshipers. 


7 (REv.) C. F. DANKWoRTH 
= Hinsdale, Ill. 


) With reference to “Pew Bibles” I would 
"suggest rephrasing a sentence. Instead of 
q it you have no Bible of your own and 
jcannot afford to buy one . . .” I would 
Hoffer the following: “If you have no Bible 
Jof your own, please accept this copy with 
jour compliments.” 

The former suggests a little lack of 
Hgenerosity on the congregation’s part to 
jrelease a Bible to a thirsty soul, and the 
Nlatter does not presuppose one’s inability 


Yor ability to buy a Bible. 
St. Louis, Mo. 


Bibles in the pews and in the hands of 
Sworshipers? The young churches of Asia 
thave them. 

' Churches I served in Japan had New 
| Testaments in the pew racks. These copies 
were largely for new visitors. Many of 
the regular members and serious inquirers 
brought their own. It was a familiar sight 
to see people coming to church carrying 


HERB JORDAN 


CHI Receives Gift 
Of Buenger Collection 


Concordia Historical Institute of St. 
Louis received the Buenger Collection 
of letters and documents pertaining to 
the Saxon immigrants of 1838—39, 
hand-written sermon manuscripts, per- 
'sonal papers, and books of some of 
the founding fathers of the Missouri 
Synod. 

The collection of several thousand 
items, received last month, was a gift 
from the widow and two sons of the 
late Dr. Theodore A. Buenger, former 
president of Dovenmuehle, Inc., a mort- 
gage company in Chicago. 
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little bundles wrapped in silk furoshiki. 
Entering church, the worshipers would un- 
wrap these silk kerchiefs and reveal their 
Bibles and hymnals. Sometimes Scripture 
lessons are read in unison. 

Our Synod’s President, Dr. J. W. Behn- 
ken, has told elsewhere how deeply moved 
he was in India to find the congregation 
following the lesson and the sermon text 
in their own Bibles and thus profiting 
much more from the preaching of Jesus 
and His Word. 

We are teaching the new churches of 
Asia many things. But we have also much 
to learn from them. 


St. Louis, Mo. WILLIAM J. DANKER 


“More of the Violin” 


I was pleased to read “Inter-Lutheran 
Group to Promote Culture” in the Feb. 11 
issue of the WITNESS, particularly the 
appointment of study commission 3 on 
the use of organs and other musical in- 
struments. 

For many years I have regretted that 
“we Lutherans” have not used, and there- 
fore have not learned to appreciate, the 
music of the violin as part of our worship 
in music. The sound of the violin comes 
closest 1o the human voice. 

The violin can be accompanied by the 
organ, or by organ and piano, and can 
also provide an obbligato to choir sing- 
ing. 

I hope that we shall have more of the 
violin in the near future. May God bless 
the commission’s efforts in this direction. 


Anaheim, Calif. Mrs. A. H. Kocu 


“Why Pick on Children?” 


Why must children who have been bap- 
tized and brought up Lutherans have to 
go through a two-year period of instruc- 
tion for eight or nine months each year 
in order to be allowed to receive Holy 
Communion? 

I think the years between 12 and 14 are 
most critical in a child’s life. I have five 
children who, I think, possess average in- 
telligence. But I have suffered with two 
of them through the tears and anguish of 
all the Catechism memory work in addi- 
tion to school assignments. Now my third 
child is in the first-year confirmation class 
and has fallen behind in his school work. 


One son, Dr. Richard A. Buenger, 
a physician at Winnetka, Ill., sent the 
collection, valued at $2,000. 

A 1908 graduate of the St. Louis 
seminary, Dr. Theodore A. Buenger, 
grandson of a member of the Saxon 
immigration and son of Theodore 
Buenger, former president of Concor- 
dia College, St. Paul, had assembled the 
collection. 

Among the papers are sermons and 
letters in the handwriting of Dr. C. F. 
W. Walther and the Revs. G. H. Loeber 
and Ottomar Fuerbringer. 


CHI assistants Karl Wyneken, left, and 
Charles Groth, right, 
Suelflow examine Buenger Collection. 
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with Director 


After the two years of trying to keep 
both church and school work up to par, 
comes the examination, when catechumens 
must stand before the congregation and 
answer the questions orally. By that time 
the children are frightened half out of 
their wits and don’t really care if they are 
confirmed or not. 

The adult class is not made to go 
through this ordeal. Why pick on the 
children? It’s enough to make them afraid 
—for the rest of their lives—to stand 
before the public and speak. It isn’t 
knowledge-of the Catechism that’s going 
to get them a job and see them settled in 
later life, unless they intend to become 


a minister. Mrs. CHARLES W. FLINT 
Wellsville, N. Y. 


Never Too Much 


I should like to thank you for publish- 
ing in “Briefly Told” an item concerning 
our needs for Christian literature, espe- 
cially Sunday school and vacation Bible 
school material. Our people in the States 
are responding wonderfully. 

In mission work we can never have too 
much Christian literature. Where English 
is read and spoken, as it is in the Philip- 
pines, the Sunday and vacation Bible 
school materials which your readers are 
sending us are a definite help. We dis- 
tribute the lessons to the school children 
when we meet them before or after school. 

I also thank the many friends who have 
been sending us these teaching materials. 


(MISSIONARY) ALVARO A. CARINO 


Candon, Ilocos Sur 
Philippines 


Understandable 


“Can You Be Sure?” by Martin P. 
Simon in the Jan. 28 WITNESS, p. 20, 
was excellent. Dr. Simon has the knack 
of writing on a level which the average 
person can easily understand. 

Mrs. ADELINE ARNOLD 

Ashland, Wis. 


“Warmer Feeling” 


Recently I received a copy of “Open 
Your Heart,” a WITNESS comment I had 
read in the May 21, 1957, issue. 

Let’s not speak of the strangers who 
come to our services. Let’s call these peo- 
ple visitors. The term has a little warmer 
feeling. 


Largo, Fla. C. A. ENGELMANN 
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